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A %%, 3 if he Merv 
tions PR Reflections of ſo good a 
| Diſcerner will have any In- 
uence upon their depraved Ap- 
| perrtes. 


The Talking 1 have talen 
with he all ritings of this Great 
A 2 Man 


PE 


| Man, will, T doubt not, . 
cuſed, when it is an Attempt | 
of making more extenſh ve theſe 
excellent Precepts, which He in- 
cCeulcated only within the Mar- 

ro Bonds of the Pulpit. 


"Y We the Opinion of the 
Reverend and Pious Mr. Her- 


bert, That, 


1 verſe may And bi, who a ; Sermon fla: 5 


Aud turn Delight into a Sacrifice. 


Which is only FCA in other 


Words, «© That the different 


Metbed of conveying Inflruc- 


« tion will be regarded, with 


2 the utmoſt Attention, by the 
ns Perſons, in one Way, 


ks. * which would, be heedleſly neg- 


lected 
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« ſected and deſpiſed by them, | 


| in another. 


b Beſ ides, what 1 have at- 
| tempted, is 10. other, than what 


| has been done by the Works of 


ſeveral other 3 ¶ parti- 
| cularly, thoſe of 2 iſhop 


TiiLoTsON, and Dr. Souru.) 


| The reducing of whoſe Maxims, 


into the Compaſs of ſmall Vo- 


| lumes, have a looked upon as 


| veful and commendable Under- 


| takings. 


If TI PRs not failed in the 


1 Performance, T dare venture to 


affirm, That what is herein of- 


fered, will not appear inferior 


— z0 any Thing which has been pro- 


duced of the like Kind. 
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Herein will be found, That 


- " the Duties of the Chriſtian, and | 
| the Accompliſhments of the Gen- 
tleman, are explained with an 
and likewiſe, 
What is herein advanced in 
Defence of our Eftabliſhed Church 
and Conſtitution, will be an in- 
4 iſpiutable Proof that Biſhop 
ATTERBURY Was 70 PAPIST, 
mor could have the leaff 
dency towards, or Affection for, 


the Principles of the Church of 


equal Luftre ; J 


Roms, which He hath ſo Fu- 


Helau, and Neroteſy Rd 


In Juice 70 bis Lordfhip's 
Memory, before J conclude, 1 
muſt inform you, That, in ſome | 

Places, I have added a Line | 


0” 


Ten- 


ö 


La Two if » my on, for the better 
| Connecting of Paſſages taken 
| from ſeveral Diſcourſes, which 
are here reduced under one 
Head; and in other Parts of 
this Colleftion, I have, now and 
then, taken the Liberty to ſpeak 
| in the Præterperfect-Tenſe, where 


| | Fo Time obliged the Preacher 


i other Motive for 7 doing, 


(C vii 


zo ſpeak in the Preſent ; having 


than to make this little Pact ö 
Aer, Regular and Uniform. 1 
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+: Laſt Will 6nd Teſtamen . 


EDWARD Earl | 

of CLIAREN DON, 
> 2 Do ordain this to 
be my LAST WIL. 
and TESTAMENT. 


Imprimis, 1 commit my Soul 
to God: And make the Execu- 
tors of this ſaid Laſt Will, my 
A => Two 


* 1 5 
TW O Sons, HENRY Viſcount 
Cornbury, and LAIIRENMNCE 
HDE, Eſq;: And commend 


to them the Care of my Ser- 
; 
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vants, who have behaved them 
| ſelves very carefully and honeſtly 
1 to Me. And likewiſe recom-. 
mend their Siſter FR. ANC ES. 
| HY DE to their Kindneſs : To. 

whom I am able to leave no- 


| | thing but their Kindneſs 


Lien, 1 gire and bequeath, 2 
to my ſaid Two Sons, All my |! 
Papers and Writings of what ll 
Kind foever: And leave them it 
+ |1ntirely to their Diſpoſal, as they 
| ſhall be adviſed, either as to Sup- 
1 preſſing or Publiſhing, by the 
Advice and Approbation of my“ 
y Lord REC of Canter- 
0 bur'y, 


— 
c c 
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bury (, and the Biſhop of Win- 
cheſter ©, whom I do intreat | 
to be the Overſeers of this my 
Will: And, that they 0914 
be both Suitors to his Majeſty, 
on my Children's behalf, who 
have all poſſible Need of his 
Majeſty's Charity, being Chil- 
dren of a Father who never. | 
committed Fault. againſt his | 
Majeſty. 
"At Rowen this Eleventh Day * 
< December, in the Vear of | 
our Lord, one. thouſand, ſix - 


hundred, ſeventy and four. 
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Ess Ay I. 


On the ExcELLENCY of the 
ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 


CERES is natural for men to think 
REA bat Government the beſt, un- 
der which they drew their 
firſt Breath, and to propoſe 
it as a Model and a Standard 
5 for all others. But if any 
People upon Earth have a juſt Title thus 
to boaſt, it is we of this Iſland; who enjoy 
45. a Conſtitution, wiſely moulded out of all 

the different Forms and Kinds of Civil Go- 
a x-| vernment, into ſuch an excellent and happy 
I Frame, as contains in it all the Advantages 


B *** 


} 
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of thoſe weed Forms, without ſharing 1 
dleeply in any of their great Inconveniencies. 
A Conſtitution nicely poized, between the 

Extremes of too much Liberty, and too 
much Power; whoſe ſeveral Parts have a 
proper Check upon each other, when any 


of them happen to tread awry ; which yet 


is ſure, in dangerous Conjunctures, to give | 
Way to the Common Good of the Whole. 
A Conſtitution where the Prince is cloathed Þ 
with a Prerogative, that enables him to do | 
all the Good be has a Mind to; and wants | 
no Power, but what a good PRIN CE | 
would not, and an ill one ought not to 
have: Where he governs, tho? not abſolute- 
ly, yet gloriouſly, becauſe he governs Men, 


and not Slaves; and is obeyed by them 


chearfully, becauſe they know, that in obey- 

ing him, they obey thoſe Laws only, which 
they themſelves had a Share in contriving. | 

A Fond mudan⸗ where the external Govern- 


ment of the Church | is ſo cloſely interwoven 


vith that of the State, and fo exactly adapt- | 


ed to it in all its Parts, as that it can flour- 


. iſh only when that does! ; and muſt, as it 


always has hitherto done, decline, die and 
revive with it. In a Word, where the In- 


tereſts of Prince and Subject, Prieſt and | 
People are perpetually the ſame; and the | 
only fatal Miſtake that ever happens in our | 


Politicks, is, when they e are thought to be 
divided. 


T2] 5 

Ir is objected, indeed, to this admirable 

Model, that it is liable to frequent Strug- 
gles and Concuſſions within, from the ſe— 


veral interfering Parts of it: But this, which 


is reckoned the Diſeaſe of our Conſtitution, 
may rather be thought a Mark of its Sound- 
neſs, and the chief Security of its Con- 


tinuance. For it is with Governments ex- 
 adctly contrived, as with Bodies of a nice 
Frame and Texture, where the Humours 


being evenly mixed, every little Change of 
the Proportion introduces a Diſorder, and 
raifes that Ferment which 1s neceſſary to 


] bring all right again; and which thus pre- 
ſerves the Health of the Whole, by giving 


early Notice of whatever is noxious to any 


of the Parts: Whereas in Governments, 
as well as Bodies of a coarſer Make, the 
Diſeaſe does often not begin to ſhew itſelf 
till it has infected the whole Maſs, and is 
Paſt a Cure; and ſo, tho? they are diſ- 
ordered later, yet they are deſtroyed much 


ſooner. Accordingly we know, that under 


this Diſadvantage, if it be one, our Conſti- 
tution has now laſted pretty entire, thro? 
many Ages: For, excepting the ſhort In- 
terruptions which Conqueſt gave (which, 


however, have not been either ſo many, or 


ſo great, as ſome would make them) it has 
continued much the ſame, in the main Parts 
and Branches of it, from the earlieſt Times 
of our Saxon Anceſtors, down to theſe 

„„ ; B 2 Days. 
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Days. A clear Proof, that it is a Govern- | 
ment ſuited every Way to our Temper, | 
and to our Clime; that it is perfectly made | 
for us, and we for it; and that God, there- | 
fore, never puniſhes us more ſorely, than | 
when he deprives us of it for a Time; nor | 
ever confers a greater Bleſſing upon us, 
„than when he teſtores t. 


As he did on That happy * Day i when, 


after the Confuſions of à long Civil War, | 


attended with the Deſtruction of an excel- 


lent Church, the Murder of a gracious 
Prince, and the grievous Tyranny of our 
Fellow- Subjects; he was pleaſed at length, 
to give us back again, what we had ſo | 
lightly departed from, our Old Eugliſo 


Government and Laws; and, together | 
with them, what we then boaſted of in | 
Name only, the true Liberty of the Subject, 
and the real Freedom and Honour of Par- 
| laments. And to That Day, therefore, we. 
owe all the Benefits we have ſince reaped 
from the Regal Adminiſtration; all the 
Peace, Plenty and Happineſs, we have en- 
joyed, or our Poſterity after us ſhall enjoy 
under i. ne oe 3 


To the Influence of That Day, it is owing, 


that © we have had at the Head of our 
* Troops, and our Councils, a PRIN CE, 


* May 29, 1660, 


© in 
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in whom were happily joined together, 
© the Extremes of Martial and Political 
« Virtues; who knew as well how to govern 
da Free People by their own Laws and 
« Cuſtoms, as to command Legions : Who, 
< whether in the Cabinet, or in the Field, 
was ſtill equally in his Sphere; and was 
always indifferent, therefore, either to 
War or Peace, any farther than the one 
© or the other ſhould conduce to the Good 

of his People, and the general Intereſt 


Conduct of that PRINCE, the Englih 
Parliament was looked upon as Arbiters 


: « of Mankind. Under the auſpicious 


of the Fate, and Governors of the Balance 
of Europe: Their Reſolves had as wide 
an Influence as the firmeſt Leagues and 
| © Confederacies; and their very Councils 
were more formidable than the hoſtile 
\ © Preparations of others.“ To this never- to- 
be-: forgotten PRINCE, “ (at leaſt, while 
| there is any Gratitude remaining in the 
| Heart of an Engliſh- Man, for the great 
\ Deliverance wrought by him for us) ſuc- 
ceeded a QUEEN, who wore the Crown 
of her Fore-Fathers, to which ſhe was 
intitled by Blood, and which was placed 
on her Royal Head, not only with-the 
free Conſent, but with the univerſal Joy 


* See his Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, 


on May the 29th, 1701, when he was Chaplain in 
Ordinary to King William. | 
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and Acclamations of her Subjects. She 
ruled a willing People, not by the Terror 
of Rods and Axes, but with the indulgent | 
Tenderneſs of a common Parent. She de- | 
fired rather to be loved than feared by them; 
and took the trueſt Way toward ſecuring 
their utmoſt Love, by ſhewing, in every | 
Step of her gracious Conduct, that ſhe | 
intirely loved them: She had no Intereſt, | 
could have no Intereſt, ſeparate from theirs z 
and upon whom Malice itſelf could never | 
faſten a Suſpicion of her purſuing any | 
Meaſures which aimed rather at her own | 
I10Ty OT Advantage, than the common 


Tu Law was as much a Rule to her, 
as to the leaſt of thoſe who obeyed her; 
the fixed Meaſure, not only of her govern- 
ing Power, but even of her Will to govern; 
and ſhe made no other Uſe of that Power | 
with which the Laws had inveſted her, 
than to give Life and Force to them. 


Taz Bleſſing of her mild and merci- | 
ful Government deſcended from the Throne 
upon her People, as the ſmall Rain cometh | 
down upon a Fleece of Wool, without Vehe- | 
mence, or Noiſe; lite the Drops of Rain | 
that water the Earth gently and inſenſibly ; | 
She drew up the Free-Offerings of our Love | 


and Duty, only to return them back again 


in | 


A 


d 


TOR 


in Showers of Royal Bounty; which made 
glad the Land, and produced a mighty 
| Increaſe, EY 


Some of the Roman Emperors were Uſur- 
| pers and Tyrants who acquired Dominions 
| by invading the Liberties of a Free People, 

and were arbitrary and lawleſs in the Ex- 

erciſe of it. Their Will and Pleaſure was 
the ſole Standard of Juſtice; Fear was the 
Foundation of their Government; and their 
| Throne was upheld only by the Legions. 


which ſurrounded it, Tiberius, Caligula, 


Claudius and Nero had no perſonal Merits, 
or Virtues to recommend them. They 
were not only bad Princes, but bad Men; 
| infamous for their Luſt, Cruelty and other 


Vices. © 


How different from Their Caſe, was 


| Ours, whoſe Eyes beheld on the Throne, 
a QUEEN, who deſerved to {it there, 


as well by her Virtue, as by her Birth; 
who, in that publick and exalted Station, 
preſerved all the Innocence and Sanctity of 


a private Life; who was ſuperior to all 


the Temptations which a great Power could 
ſuggeſt; and which nothing but as great 
Goodneſs could ever overcome; and to 
whom therefore, her Subjects ſeemed to be 
almoſt as much obliged for the ſhining 
Pattern of unaffected Piety which he ſet 
them, 
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them, as for all the other Bleflings ot | 


her 3 Reign. 


Sun was, by bet Office, and by hr: 
Inclination, the Defender and Friend, the 


Patroneſs and Nurſing-Mother of God's 
Church eſtabliſhed amongſt us. In this 
Church ſhe was baptized and bred, and, 
therefore, naturally loved it; ſhe was made 
early and thoroughly acquainted with its 


Doctrine and Government, and conſe- 
quently, valued it; ſhe had been a Reli- | 
gious Frequenter of its Worthip, and a | 


ſteddy Adherer to its Intereſt; and was 
_ Prepared, in the late Times of Diſtreſs and 


Danger, to ſuffer with it and for it. 


: VUnpen her Adminiſtration, all the | 
Members and Miniſters of the Church of | 
England, might juſtly promiſe themſelves, | 


not only the Opportunity of leading quiet 
and peaceable Lives, but farther Advantages 


not merely Protection, but all ſuitable In- 


ſtances of Royal Fayour and Encourage- 
ment. 


Wi run her moſt Gracious Act of 


Princely Bounty and Compaſſion to the 
Poor Clergy of our Church; an Act un- 
equalled by any Prince, nay by all our 
Princes ſince the Reformation; and which 
(vas going to fay) may attone for Acts 


of 


E 


5 of very different Kinds done in ſome of 
their Reigns. It grieved her Religious 

I Heart to ſee, that thoſe who wait at the 

I Altar ſhould not partake with the Altar, in 

I ſuch a Meaſure as is requiſite to preſerve 

I the Reſpect due to their Character, and to 


3 give Encouragement and Succeſs to their 
* F Labours, . „ 


e 

i ' SHE ſeemed to hear them complaining 

in the pathetic Words of the Pſalmiſt; 

5 Have Mercy upon us, O Lord, have Mercy 
EY upon us, for we ate exceedingly filled with 

* | Contempt ; our Soul is exceedingly filled with 


| the Scorning of thoſe that are at Eaſe, and 
with the Contempt of the Proud. To reſcue 
| them, and the Religion they taught, from 

. | theſe Diſadvantages, ſhe extended her 
. | Beneficence in the moſt ample Manner, 
„fand took Care to have the good Effects 


F of it perpetuated. to future Ages: Scarce 

Ay any but a Royal Heart was capable of 

flentertaining ſo large a Deſign, as none but 

" PRoyal Hands were, in any Degree, equal 
F Tc 

1 Tux Benefaction is, indeed, worthy of 0 

1- her from whom 11 ſprung; and carries in * 

3 Marks of a Wiſdom as extenſive as her | 

h Goodneſs, For it is not confined, though 1 

siven to thoſe who miniſter in Holy 1 

of Things; the happy Fruits and Effects 5 U 
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it will, through this Channel, be conveyed | 
to all Ranks and Orders of Men among us. 


All will ſhare in that Munificence, which 


redounds to the Service of Religion, the 


common Inheritance and Bleſſing of all ; 


| | and which gives Life and Weight to the In- | 
ſitructions of thoſe, who, as meanly as they 


may be thought of on other Accounts, are 
yet the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and Stewards 
| of the Muſter ies F God. 


Ax unenvied Bounty, 3 it need: ö 
muſt be; a Good which cannot decently be | 
evil ſpoken of, even by ſuch (if there be any | 
ſuch) who wiſh not well either to the Ob- 
5 * or the Beſtower of it. 


— PRINCESS leſs Willens for the | 
| Good of Religion, tho? intent on ſuch a | 
| Work, would yet have deferred it *rill the 5 


expenſive War, wherein we were engaged, 


was brought to a Cloſe. But the Compaſſion | 
and godly Zeal of our gracious Soveraign, | 


would not be checked by that Conſideration : 


The Love of doing Good, overcame all the | 
in the Way towards | 


Difficulties which lay 
doing it. She thought, that to conſecrate 
one Part of her Revenue to ſo Pious a Uſe, 
would draw a Bleſſing on all the other Bran- 
ches of it; that the Cruiſe of Oil would 
not fail ever the ſooner, for beſtowing a 
Portion of it on a Prophet, or any of the 


Sons! 


| Sons of the Prophets; that the earneſt 
Prayers of thoſe whom ſhe thus relieved, 
' would be as ſerviceable to her in the War 
| wherein ſhe was engaged, as the Income 
itſelf; and that her Charity would, in the 
| Expreſſion of the Son of Syrach, Fight for 
ber better than a n Spear, and a firong 
Shield. 


—— —— . -; . — — — 
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Credit in her Time, and the Eagerneſs 


with which all her Subjects preſſed to fill 
her Coffers with their Loans, were not 
Signs that ſhe had, by any Act of miſap- 
| plied Bounty, loſt the leaſt Ground either 
in the Favour of Heaven, or in the At- 
feCtions « or Eſteem of her Popes. * 
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Essay II. 


On the ERRORS and CORRUP- 


TIONS 


tbe CHURCH 
% ROME. 


d I. REAT and groundleſs Re- 


proaches have, in ſome Reſpects, 


been caſt on the Church of England, as if 


* See his Sermon, Prached before the Houſe of 


Commons, March the eh, I 705. 4. 


there 


0 conclude; The Height of Public 
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| there were ſtill ſome Remains of Popery in it. 
Poor Vicarages are really ſuch; nic took | 
their Riſe from the pretended Vicar of Chriſt | 
lthe Pope) who endowed Abbies and Mona- 
ſteries oftentimes with the Spoils of Church- | 
L ivings, for the Support and Maintenance | _ 
of his Spiritual Tyranny. It was the great 
Blemiſh of our Reformation, that, when]! 4 
Religious-Houſes were ſuppreſſed, ſome “ 
Part, at leaft, of their Revenues was not] ** 
: reſtored to its onal Uſe. * — 


8 0 ther ENTHUSIASM. 


WAY: with thoſe extravagant * 
Flights of Devotion, which ſome ] h, 
. Sede Saints (but real Enthuſiaſts) „ 
the Church of Rome have indulged them- : 

ſelves in; who make it neceſſary for every 


Chriſtian, in order to Perfection, to diveſt 


himſelf of all Manner of Regard for him- | 
ſelf; nay, to deſpiſe, to hate, and to abhor | 


himſelf, in the utmoſt Propriety of the Ex- 


preſſion. Certainly, if what thefe myſtical | 
Divines ſay, be true, impoſſible, it is, for |. 


a perfect Man to love his Neighbour at all, 


ſince he is not allowed, by their Scheme, 


to love himſelf; and yet is bound to love 


his Neighbour as he loves himſelf (or, 
which is all one) to do as he would be done 


wid. 


22 


oth 


| unto, by our Lord's expreſs Determi- 
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nation, * 


i . 3. o their pretended Miracles, Se. 


IRACLES are the Ane lt 
Act of Omnipotence, and, there- 


fore, not to be employed, but where the 
Importance of the Occaſion abſolutely re- 
quires them : Much leſs are they to be em- 


ployed where they are neither requiſite, nor 
likely to ſucceed; as the Caſe is, where 
_ thoſe, who are not convinced by the old 
| Miracles, demand new ones. We have, 


therefore, great Reaſon to look upon the 
high Pretenſions which the Roman Church 


| makes to Miracles, as groundleſs, and to 
reject her vain and fabulous Accounts of 
them. Half the Saints which have Place 
in her peculiar Calendar, were, if you will 
believe her, converted by MIRAC LES: 
Apparitions, Viſions, and Intercourſes of all 
Kinds, between the Dead and the Living, 


are the frequent and familiar Embelliſh- 
ments of thoſe. pious Romances, ber Le- 


gend; which exceed the Scripture itſelf in 
Wonders, and do, indeed, by that Means 


contradict the Doctrine . Deſign of it: 


For where Moſes and the Prophets are re- 


* See his Sermon before the Queen, Noventer 
the 5th, 1704. 


C ceived, 


114 


we — 


141 


ceeived, there, a continued Succeſſion of 
1 Miracles are needleſs; and, conſequently, | 
not to be expected, believed, or pretended, | 
With the ſtricteſt Juſtice, therefore, we 
ought to condemn the Folly and Impiety | 
of thoſe Perſons (for ſuch chore have been) 
who have obliged themſelves, to each other, | 
to appear after Death, and give an Account | 


of their Condition in another World; and 


the worſt Uſe that hath been made of theſe 
ill Contracts, is, that the ſurviving Party 
hath hardened himſelf upon the "other's 
Failure. It is ſtupidly fooliſh thus to ven- 
ture our Salvation upon an Experiment, 
which we know not whether God will ſuffer, | 
and which we have all the Reaſon imagin- | 
ee 


able to think, he will not ſuffer to take 


| P lace. 


Tan who attend fick Ned: will tell 


you, that Men, upon the near Approach 
of Death, have been rouzed up into ſuch 
a lively Senſe of their Guilt, ſuch a paſſio- 
nate Degree of Concern and Remorſe, that, 


if ten thouſand Ghoſts had appeared to 
them, and Hell itſelf had been laid open 


flaming to their View, they could ſcarce. 
have a fuller Conviction, or a greater Dread | 
of their Danger: And yet, no ſooner had | 


the Diſtemper left them, but their good 


Thoughts and Reſolutions began to leave | 
hem too, *till they had at laſt, perhaps, 


forgotten 


— "x ; ; 


© 


| Power, he, 
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forgotten their firſt Fears and Agonies, as 
much as if they had never felt them; their 
ſolemn Vows and Promiſes, as thoroughly 


as if they had never made them. Thus, 


in all Likelyhood, would it be with the 
Libertine who ſhould have ſuch a Viſit (as 


he had contracted for) from the other World. 
The firſt Horror and Aſtoniſhment it 
raiſed, would go off by Degrees, as new 
Thoughts, new Diverſions came on; it 


| would be driven out by Buſineſs, or Plea- 


ſure, or the various Accidents of Life that 
might afterwards befal him; 
he cane, perhaps, to reflect upon it, as if 
it were a Story only 


| Cbriſt Telus, 305 his Apolites, did this 
very Thing which is required by the Liber- 
| tine to be done; raiſed Men and Women 
| rom the Dead, not once only, but often, 


in an indiſputable Manner, and before many 
Witneſſes. St. Peter raiſed Dorcas. Our 
Saviour raiſed the Ruler's Daughter, the 


 WWidow's Son, and Lazarus; the Firſt of 
theſe, when he had juſt expired; the Se- 
| cond, as he was carried to the Grave on 
his Bier; ; and the Third, after he had been 

ſome Time buried; and having, by theſe 
| gradual Advances, manifeſted his Divine 
exerted the higheſt 


at laſt, 
T7 200" | ”and 


till at laſt 


y which he had heard, 
or read, and which he himſelf was no ways 
| concerned in. 
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and moſt glorious Degree of it, and raiſed 

himſelf allo, by his own all-quickening 
Virtue, and according to his own expreſs 
Prediction. We did not, indeed, fee theſe 

Things done; but we have ſuch authentick _ 
Accounts of them, that we can no more 
doubt of their being done, than if we had 
actually ſeen them. For though no Evi- 
dence affects the Fancy ſo ſtrongly as that 
of Senſe, yet there is other Evidence which 
gives as full Satisfaction, and as clear a 
Conviction to our Reaſon. So that there 
are ſome diſtant Matters of Fact, of the 


Truth of which we are as certain, as we 4 
are of what happens before our Eyes; the | © 
concurring Accounts of many ſuch Wit- | fa 
neſſes, as were every Way qualified to in- 4 


form us; and could have no Intereſt in |} 
dieceiving us; and ſealed the Truth of their | 
_ Teſtimony with their Blood, rendering it | a1 
(morally, or as we might ſpeak) abſolutely | D 
impoſſible, that thoſe Things ſhould be | ec 
falſe. And what can we ſay more for the | Ot 


Evidence that comes by the Senſes? For can b. 
any Thing be more certain than that which up 


*tis impoſſible ſhould not be true? And of | th 
this Nature are many of thoſe miraculous | 
_ Fats, upon which the Truth of our Re- 
ligion is founded; particularly, that moſt ] le: 
important Miracle of all, the Reſurrection | G 
of our Lord: It is ſo convincingly atteſted, I wi 
by ſuch Perſons, with ſuch 3 th 
„ chat 


Lint 


that they who give themſelves Leiſure to 
conſider and weigh the Teſtimony, at what 


Diſtance ſoever they are placed from the 
Fact itſelf, cannot help cloſing with it, nor 
entertain any more Doubt of the Reſur- 


rection, than they do of the Crucifixion of 


Feſus. And, therefore, I ſay, if this Miracle 


of Chriſt sRiſing from the Dead, Heretofore, 


be not ſulficient to convince a reſolved 
Libertine, neither would the railing of one 


now from the Dead, be ſufficient for that 
Purpoſe ; ſince it will only be doing 


over again which hath been done alread 


and of the Truth of which (all Things 
| conſidered) we have as much Reaſon to be 
| farisfied, as if we ourſelves had ſtood * 
[ and ſeen „ 


Now if the Proof of a future State, by 


an immediate Appearance of one from the 
Dead, be (in Truth and at the Bottom) but 


equal to that ſingle Proof of Chriſtianity, 
our Lord's Reſurrection; how little Pro- 
bability is there, that he, who is not wrought 


upon by the one, would be convinced by 


the other? 


Lier us, from theſe Conſiderations, be 


led to reverence the infinite Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs of God, in all his Tranſactions 
with Men! Let us learn, not to diſpatc 
the Methods of his Providence, but humbly 


3 Ane 
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and implicitely to acquieſce in them, and to 
adore them! Let us ſatisfy ourſelves, that 
every Thing is certainly ordered by him, 


after the apteſt, and beſt, and moſt be- 


coming Manner, tho' our Hirt Apprehen- 


ſions ſhould ſuggeſt otherwiſe to us; and 


that no Contrivance, no Policy, no Pru- 


* 


dence whatſoever, can, in any Reſpect, 


deviate from his Scheme, without leav- 
ing us in a much worſe Condition chan it 
found we” „ 


| Y 4. Of their RECLUSENESS. 


JT hath been diſputed Which is a 


State of the greateſt Perfection, the 
Social, or the Solitary; whereas, in Truth, 


neither of theſe Eſtates is compleat with- 


out the other; as the example of our bleſſed 
Lord (the unerring Teft and Meaſure of 
Perfection) informs us. 
ought to be the Pattern of ours) was a 
Mixture of Contemplation and Action, of 


Auſterity and Freedom: We find him often, 


where the greateſt Concourſe was, in the 


Market-Places, in the Sy nagogues, and at 
feſtival Entertainments; and we find him 


alſo artumme lem the Croud into the 
Deſart, or the arden, and there employing 


©. $56. kis Sermon beſore the Ques , October 
be zcth, 1705. 
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himſelf in all the Kinds of religious Exer- 
[i ciſe, and Intercourſe with God, 1n Faſting, 
MN | Meditation, and Prayer. In Imitation of 
his ſpotleſs Example, we may doubtleſs, 
lead publick Lives innocently and uſefully ; 
1 with Men, and doing Good to 
them; mutually ſowing and reaping the 
ſeveral Comforts and Advantages of human 
Society. But becauſe the Pleaſures of Con- 
verſation, when too freely taſted, are in- 
| Toxicating and dangerous; becauſe the 
' Temptations we there meet with, are many A 
en mighty; and even where the Spirit 1s 
willing to reſiſt, yet the Fleſh is often weak ; 
we ought e e to leſſen the too great 
 Complaiſance we are apt to have in ſuch 
| by fit Intermiſſions of them; 


> Þ to ſtrengthen ourſelves for ſuch publick 1 
Encounters by our religious Prayers; to 
1 retire from the World ſometimes, and con- 
F. verſe with God and our own Conſciences I; 
L examining the State, and fortifying the | 
- | Powers ot our Souls, in Secrecy and Silence. | 
, Taz oreat, but much be Duty 4 
e fof religious Retreat, and Recollefion, IC | 
t F incumbent upon us; but not that Sort of if 
p | Retirement, which is ſo much eſteemed and lf 


> | Perfection is reckon'd to conſiſt in Solitude, 

and no Man is allowed capable of arriving 
at the Height of Virtue, who doth not ſtrip. lf 
f-1 himſelf | 


| 
; practiſed in the Church of Rome; where al! | 


— _— —_— —— 


1 2% 


himſelf of all the Conveniences of Life, and 
renounce all manner of Acquaintance with 
the World, and the Things of it: I fee not 
Wherein this State of Life claims the Pre- 
heminence over all others; how it is founded 
in Nature and Reaſon; what particular 
Example, Precept, or Direction there is 
in the Goſpel, inviting us to it. John the 
Baptiſt, indeed; is there repreſented, as 
ſequeſtring himſelf from human Converſe, 
and ſpending his Time in the Wilderneſs : 
But as he is ſaid ro have come in the Spirit | 
aud Power of Elias, Luke 1. 17. A Spirit 
far different from the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
Ibid. ix. 35. And did, therefore, profefſedly | 


imitate that Prophet, in his ſevere Manner 


of Life, and Diet, and Garb, and Behavi- 
our, and Doctrine; ſo his Example be- 


longed rather to the moſaic State, under 


which he lived and taught, than to the 
_ Chriſtian Diſpenſation, which began where 
his Preaching ended. Nor did even the 
Baptiſt himſelf propoſe his own Practice, 


as a Pattern to his Followers: On the 
contrary, when the People, the Publicans, 


and be Soldiers inquired of him, What they 
ſhould do to flee from the IYrath to come, he 


did not exhort them to go out of the 


World into the Wilderneſs, but gave them 


ſuch Directions only, as related to a faithful 
Diſcharge of their Duty, in their ſeveral 
Stations and Callings: And when, after- 
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wards, our Saviour began to enter on 


his Miniſtry, and to appear as our Savi- 
our, by publiſhing the Goſpel of his King- 
dom, we find nothing, eher in his Actions, 
or his Doctrine, to conntenanite thai te 
| cluſe and ſolitary State, which ſome ſince, 
| who would be thought beſt to have imitated 
his Example, and obeyed his Precepts, have 
tb zcalouſly eſpouſed and practiſed, 


Far be it from me, hs: to con- 


| demn all thoſe holy and good Perfons, who 


have betaken themſelves to this ſolitary 
and 225 Courſe of Living. Doubtleſs, 
many of them were acted by a fincere, but 
miſguided Principle of Picty ; the Fruits 
of which, tho mixed with a great Alloy 
of Superſtition, cid yet, in divers Reſpects, 
redound to the Credit of Religion, +7 the 
Good of Mankind. But ſuppoſing theſe to 
be real, yet they were, I ſay, uncommanded 
Inſtances of Virtue ; nor poſſible, or, if 
poſſible, not fit to be practiſed by the far 
greater Part of Chriſtians. The Retreat, 
therefore, which I am ſpeaking of, is not 
that of Monks and Hermits, but of Men 
ving in the World, and going out of it, 
or a Time, in order to return into it: It 
is a temporary, not a total Retreat; ſuch. 
as we may ſhake off, or re aſſume at Plea- 
lure, according as we have Need of it, or 
an * for it it; ſuch as 18 conliſten | 
Wit 


with all the Buſineſs, 

nocent Pleaſures of Life; and it is fo far | 
from interfering with the Duties of our | 
public Offices and Stations, that it diſpo- | 
ſes and enables us for the better Diſcharge 
of chem.“ 


Beholders. 
Charities; Conveniencies to private Per- 


tant 


and even with the in- 


J 5. Of their falſe Notions of Crary. | 
E LIC and adhd Chariries.. do | 
Ji 


more real Honour to the Reformed 
Religion, which gave Birth to them, than 
redounds to the Church of Rome, from all | 
_ thoſe Monkiſh and Superſtitious Foundati- | ; 
ons, of which ſhe vainly boaſts, and with 
which. ſhe dazles the Eyes of ignorant Be- 


holders. Our charitable Foundations are 


not like theirs, whoſe Number, Wealth 
and Splendor exceed all the Demands, and 


the Deſign of Charity ; and raiſe Envy, 
rather than Compaſſion in the Breaſts of 
There are, indeed, ſuperfluous 


ſons, but of no real Advantage to the 


Public : Inſtead of being Receptacles to the | 
truly Poor, they tempt Men to pretend 


Poverty, in order to ſhare the Advantages 
of them. Our charitable Inſtitutions are of 
another Nature and Tendency ; calculated 


*'See his Lept- Sermon, preached before the : Qunen : 


mach the ” 1704-5. 


not 


ra iſec 
great 


reno, 


VF 
- | not for Oftentation, but Uſe; to anſwer the 
N [ chief Ends of human Life, and the ne- 
= [ Ty Wants of human Nature, 


| 6. of their Arts of Seducement, Se. 
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; E live at a Tice. when Popery, 4 
Y which is ſo far ſhut out by our 
Laws, as not to be able to re-enter openly, 
3 | is yet ſtealing privately in by the Back- 
Door of Atheiſm, and making many other 
i | ſecret and unperceived Advances upon us. 
Its Emiſſaries are very numerous, and buſy 
| in Corners to ſeduce the Unwary. And 
among all the popular Pleas, which they 
employ to this Purpoſe, there is none more 
enſnaring (I ſpeak by Experience) than the 
J advantageous Repreſentations, they make 
of the public Charities, which abound in 
> | their Communion. Many Ways there are 
of expoſing the Vanity of ſuch Pretences : 
But I have found none more ſucceſsful, than 
to direct the Perſons, who are firuck with 
h the ſpecious Appearances of Charity in that 
4 Church, to the real and ſubſtantial Effects 
A of it in ours; thoſe noble Monuments of 
If |Glory to God, and Good Will to Men, 
2 4 which the Piety of our Proteſtant Anceſtors " 
4 " Jraiſed; and which ſince have received as 4 
1. Econ Additions and Improvements, as the 


renowned City itſelf to which they belong. = 
not [ 


Twi 


5 mention them together, becauſe I take J tie 
the one of them to have ſprung, in ſome | 
Meaſure, from the other; and the preſent | 
proſperous Eſtate of this great Emporium | 
to be owing not more to the Induſtry of its] 
Inhabitants, than to thoſe ſhining Inſtances Þ 
there 


of Charity in which they excel; 
being no ſurer Way towards increaſing 


Riches, than by ra > them with the 


Poor and the Needy. * 


. Of e Uacheiklenen 1 | 
"Cruelty to thoſe who a Her from them. | 


HE F of the Gun-Powder-Plat ; 

1s ſufficient to raiſe in us a due Ab- | 
horrence of the ungodly Principles and | 
Practices, by which the Papacy hath en- 
Wd, its Intereſts, and eſtabliſhed 3 its Spiri- 
tual Tyranny over the Underſtandings and 
The Treaſon of tba? | 
Day was a Contrivance, wicked and cruel | 


Conſciences of Men. 


beyond Example, and beyond Expreſſion: 


Such as the Ears of any honeſt Heathen | 
would, when they heard it related, tingle | 
at: Such as if perpetrated in the Infancy of | 
Chriſtianity, would have gone near to have 
_ arreſted the Courſe of it, in Countries as | 
and to have rendered 
even the Miracles done for its Confirma- ; 


yet unconverted 


kk See his Spittal. Sermons, 1707 and 1709. 


L 


tion, 


tion, inſignificant and vain: 
Such, as nothing but the Malice of One of 


125 


In a Word, 


that Order, * which hath been, ever ſince its 


| firſt Erection, the Scourge and Peſt of 
Mankind, could have projected; nor any 
but ſome of its Brgozted and Furious Vota- 
| ries, durſt to have executed, ----- Bleſſed 


Feſu ! that ever Men, more particularly 


calling themſelves by thy Name, and pre- 
| tending more immediately to devote them- 


| | ſelves 0 thy Service, ſhould ſo far forget 


the Law of Humanity and Kindneſs, which 
was vilible in every part of thy Behaviour, 
| while thou waſt on Earth, and is {till legi- 
| ble in every Page of thy Goſpel! That 
they ſhould be miſled, by the perverſe 
Comments of their own Caſuiſts upon this 
| Law, fo far as to believe, that a Maſſacring 
| Spirit was reconcilable to the Spirit of 
 Chriftianity, and that the genuine Principle 
of it ſhould lead, or permit, Men to over- 
turn States and Kingdoms ! Such Ill-Effects 
may ſpring from the beſt of Cauſes, Re- 
ligion, when perverted and abuſed ! Such 
horrid Impieties may Men arrive at, when. 
| the 

in E That, how vile ſoever the 
| Attempts are, in which they engage, yet, 
if the End de good, it Juſtifies anf Samet 


have once fixed this Perſuaſion firmly 


— The Jeſiu, who ſtile themſelves, The Society 
D N Hes 


| of Jeſus, 


ON, 


1 


fies the Means; and that the plaineſt Rules 
and Duties of the Goſpel do not bind thoſe, 


who are, as. they 1 imagine, propagating the 


Intereſts of it. 


To this Day's double Deliverance + it is 
wing, That we are freed from the Fears | 
of Papal Superſtition and Bondage; that Þ 
we enjoy all our Religious and Civil Liber- 


ties, all that is dear and valuable to us, in 


Reſpect of this World, or another; and] 
even that we ſee Her on the Throne of Her | 
Anceſtors, {deſigned that Day for Slaugh- | 
ter;) who, by fitting there, 3 and 
ſecures us in all cheſe Enjoyments.“ | 


— — — — — : * — a * ” : * 


Es sa III. 


On the Run of doing as WI J 
awould. be done Unto, againſt | 
the. LIBERTINISM of the Age. | 


H E profeſſed Contemners of Revealed | 

Religion, would be thought to have 
a mighty Reverence for Reaſon (ſince by | 
the Help of Reaſon it is, that they endea- 


+ King William Landed on Nov. 5th. 1688. 


'# Sce his Sermon before the Queex, Nov. 5th. 
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vour 


. 


vour to throw off Revelation) and while: 
they have this its Eldeſt, and moſt un- 
queſtioned Law, it ſhould, methinks, be 
| very Sacred to them. What! ſhall the 


great Maſters of exact Thought, and Ido- 


| iizers of Keaſon, live in a-perpetual Con- 
tradiction to the firſt Principle of it? Now, 
| vill they, who have ſo little Light to guide 
| themſelves by (that of Nature alone) neg- 
lect to make ule of that little which they 
| have? And yet, perhaps, there's no Sort 
of Men whatever that offend fo broadly 


againſt the evident Righteouſneſs of this 


| Rule, as thoſe who pretend moſt to max gnity 
the Principle from whence it flows. Ther 


are none who purſue their Pleaſures - 


keen, and ſooth up all their Paſſions ſo 
carefully; are, every way, fo ſelfiſh, and 
ſo directly fer in Oppolition to this generous 


and equal Maxim, as the Men, who will 
tell you, they adore plain Common Senſe, 
but cannot digeſt a Myſtery. From whence 
it is manifeſt, that their Diſeſteem of Faith 
proceeds not from any juſt Eſteem they 
have for Reaſon, or any Regard they bear 
to its Laws; but merely from a Spirit of 
Eibertiniſi, and a Deſire of coming under 
as few Obligations as poſſible, *Tis not a 
Freedom of Thinking, which they aim at; 


but a Freedom of Living, and of doing 
| what they pleaſe, without the Controul of 


Law, or Fear of Puniſhment, And in or- 
D 2 der 


ET . — ot - 


„ 

der to this, One good Step is, to ſhake off 
Revealed Religion ; and ſuch an one, as 1s 
_ uſually followed by another, The parting 
with all Religion, even That which Nature 


_ irfelf preſcribes, To theſe Reaſoners, there- | 
fore, it may be ſaid, That the Rule of | 


| Doing as they would be done by, is not (what 


they are ſo jealous of) any Impoſition upon 
their Underſtandings, any puzzling My- | 
ſterious Doctrine; it is all pure Light and 


Evidence, and in it no Darkneſs at all, 
{1 John i. 5.] 


ſelves the only Center of all their Actions, 
Wiſhes, and Deſigns? And N e nothing, 


that is without. them, any farther than it 
may be uſeful to their Purpoſes, and Eu- 
Joyments? Let us ſee this lofty Race of 
Men, in good Earneſt, ftoop to this plain 
Dictate of Reaſon, and then we ſhall be 


inclined to think them ſincere, when they 


pretend to hearken to the Voice of Reaſon, 
and that only; and may have Room to 
N hope, 


| Why then do they not ſub- | 
mit to it? Why do they, of all Men living, 
do as they would not be done by? Oppreſs 
and trample upon their Inferiors, revile | 
their Betters, and ſupplant their Equals? } 
Carry on their unlawful Deſires, without 
Stint, or Bounds, to the Injuring the Pro- 
perty of thoſe who are too weak to contend = 
with them ? To the defaming their Neigh- 
bour's Reputation, or defiling his Bed? 
Why, in a Word, do they make Them- |} 


ft Boas. EBT 1s DS. 


* *» 


3 


| honeſtly practiſing all thoſe Virtues which 
flow from this Rule, will improve upon 
that Foundation, and, in His own Time, 
graft Grace upon Nature. 


| all Knowledge, and all Faith, and, of our 
underſtanding all Myſteries ; but if we do 


| is evident by Nature, pill be to no Pur- 
| poſe, that we firmly aſſent to thoſe Truths, 

which are revealed to us by Grace. We 
deny Chriſtianity if we reject Theſe; but 


renounce the Principles of Human Nature 
| itlelf ; without ſuppoſing which, there can 
| be no Chriſtianity. Let us profeſs and be- 
| lieve what we will, unleſs we do alſo as 


take Occaſion to diſparage the Efficacy 
and Influence of Revealed Religion, and to 
harden themſelves in their Infidelity. The 
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hope, that the Good God, who ſees them 


But if we profeſs ourſelves to be the 


| Diſciples of Chriſt, can we think ourſelves i 
| really to be what we profeſs, while ws, | 
| openly and avowedly tranſgreſs this great 1q 
| Precept of Chriſt ; the very Hinge upon q 
| which the Morality of his Goſpel turns ? 
We may boaſt, if we pleaſe, of our having 


So 


not govern our Lives by this Truth, which 


if we live in Contradiction to That, we 


we would be done unto, all our Faith and 


| Religion is vain. Nor is it vain only, and 
| unprofitable in reſpect of ourſelves; it is 
| | allo of pernicious Conſequence to others, 


who, from ſuch Inſtances as theſe, will 


D 3 Ridiculers it 
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Chriſtianity, by comparing them with the 


velation. 


highly to reverence this Precept: 
on the Banners of his Army; 
from thence into his Practice. 


Thrones in the Chief Seat of this Prince's 
Empire, had equally ſucceeded him in an 


not, 


Ridiculers of Divine Faith, the Def, piſers | 
of Myſteries, never exerciſe their frornfal 
Talent with greater Pleaſure or Succeſs, | 
than when they attack the Principles of | 


Practice of Chriſtians ; eſpecially in this | 
Capital Article of all Schemes of Religion, | 
The doing to Men as we would be done unto; | 
and can point out our manifeſt and ſcan- | 
dalous Violations of this plain Rule of | 
| Reaſon, while we pretend to embrace all | 
the ſublime Doctrines, and to inherit all 
the glorious Advantages of a Divine Re- | 
The Heathen Emperor Severus | 
{hall riſe up in Judgment with ſuch a Gene- | 
ration of Chriſtians: and condemn them; 
for he, by the Light of Nature, was taught | 
It was 
legible on the Walls of his Palace, and 
it was en- 
graved in his very Heart, and tranſcribed 
Would to 
God, that many of thoſe pretended Vicars | 
of Chriſt, who have ſince erected their 


Awtul and Conſcientious Regard for this | 
excellent Maxim, and had been, in that | 
— Reſpect, as good Chriſtians (or rather, as | 
good Heathens) as he was ! They would | 
then, have become the Authors and | 
7 1 of all chat Diſcord and — 

| jon, 
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I fulion, all thoſe Wars and Maſſacres, thoſe 
Conſpiracies and Rebellions, with which 


1 they have, for many Centuries paſt, ſhook. 
the Thrones of Princes, and diſturbed the 


Quiet of this Weſtern World. Nor would 


| they, in order to cover and palliate thoſe 
I wicked Attempts, have openly encouraged : 


| the Caſuiſts of their Communion to publiſh 
| ſuch looſe and ſcandalous Syſtems of Mo- 
|Þ rals, as, inſtead of being Comments on this 
Rule, are a perfect Contradiction to it; 
and are calculated, not to bring up Mens 
Obedience to the Terms of the Goſpel, but 
to bring down the Goſpel Terms, as near 
as can be, to the Infirmities and Failings, 


nay, to the Corruptions and Vices, of Hu- 
man Nature. 


The Rule which makes what his Men 


| deſire of us, the Meaſure of our Dealing 
| | toward them, is to be underſtood, not of 
| vicious and exceſſive Deſires, but of ſuch 
only as are fit and reafonable ; ſuch Re- 
| queſts as we can, in our calmeſt Thoughts, 
| juſtify to ourſelves; ſuch as, we are ſure, 
may be made without Indecency, and can- 
not be refuſed without Inhumanity. 


It may be thought, that the Rule, thus 


' tempered and qualified, will not be of any 
ſpecial Uſe or Moment to us, in the Di- 
rection of our Practice ; inaſmuch as the 
I. ines of Duty do not ſeem to be more 
clearly marked - out by this Method of 


Compariſon, 


of other Men, 


own Intereſt lies. 


Side, recovers its Straightneſs. 
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Compariſon, than they would have been, 


by a direct Injunction of our Dealing with 


others, as right Reaſon, and our Conſci- | 
_ ences inform us that we ought to deal 
with them. For, after all, when we have | 
made other Mens Caſe ours, we are ſtill 
left to judge what, in Equity and Reaſon, 
we might expect from Men, before we 
e determine after what Manner we are to | 
bchave ourſelves towards them: And, 
therefore, which Way ſoever we take the 
_ Meaſure of our Duty, we muſt, in order to 


the fixing it, always finally appeal to the 
Bar of Equity and Reaſon. 


When we determine amiſs concerning che 
Obligations incumbent upon us in reſpect 
*tis by Reaſon of that 
ſtrong Weight of Self-Love, which hangs, | 
„lie Byaſs, on our Minds, and ſecretly 
ways them towards that Side on which our 
To ſet this Error right, 
we ſuppoſe ourſelves to be the Men who 
then, the 


are ſo to be dealt with; and, 
ſame ſelfiſh Principle makes that appear 


very hard and unreaſonable, which before 
it inclined us to approve. 


And thus our 
Warped and perverted Judgment, by be- 

ing bent as much towards the Oppoſite 
The Rule, 
therefore, 1s, at the Bottom, a Wiſe Art 
of rebating one Degree of our Partiality 
by another : 


It enables us to take I'wo 
- ſeveral 
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ſeveral Views of our Duty, to eye it under 
different LIghts, and to ſee it, by that 


Means, more diſtinctly and fully. And 
in this Senſe, * Meaſuring ourſelves by 
ourſelves, and comparing ourſelves with our- 
| ſelves, we take the ſureſt Way to be both. 


| uf and Wiſe. 


There is no one ſo abſurd ad unrea- 


| ſonable, as not to ſee. and acknowledge 
| the abſolute Equity of this Rule (The 


| doing in all Caſes, and to all Perſons, even 
as we would be done unto) in the Theory, 
however he may ſwerve and decline from 
it in his Practice; and to agree upon it 


Jas that Golden Mean, which, if univerſally 
obſerved, would make the World uni- 


verſally happy! ; every Man a Benefactor, 
a good Angel, a Deity, as it were, to his 


| Fellow- Creatures ; and Earth, the vey 


Image and Fore-rafte of Heaven i-- . 

The Proprieties and Advantages * this 
Rule are alike eaſy and obvious to all 
Underſtandings ; to the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant Men, as well as to thoſe of the 
greateſt Parts and Improvements. ---- Hu- 
man Laws are often ſo numerous as to 
eſca pe our Memories; fo darkly, ſome- 
times, and inconſiſtently worded, as to 
puzzle our Underſtandings; and their 
Original Obſcurity is not ſeldom improved 
Dy the nice Diſtinctions, and ſubtle Seaſon. 


© 2 Cor. K. 1. 
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ings of thoſe who profeſs to clear them: fo 
So that, under theſe ſeveral Diſadvantages, | m 
they loſe much of their Force and Influence, de 
and, in ſome Caſes, raiſe more Diſputes: | P 


than, perhaps, they determine. But here | m 
is a Law, attended with none of theſe th 


Ignconveniencies; the groſſeſt Minds cannot | kt 
miſapprehend it; the weakeſt Memories | ex 


are capable of retaining it; no perplexing | of 


Comment can poſſibly cloud it; the Au- R 
thority of no Man's Gloſs upon Earth can to 
(if _ are bat ſincere) ſway us to make a} T 
wrong Conſtruction of it. What is ſaid of | 45. 


all the Goſpel Precepts, by the Evangelical} ſci 
Prophet, is more eminently true of this, | cu 
It is an High-way ; and the Way-faring|} Fe 
Man, though a Foot, e not err therein. in 


Ila. xxxV. 8.“ 85 be 
Sos ; . =. 
" bat 
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On the Ex CELLENCY YU and] © = 
| ApyanTacs of PRIVATE Aj 


tar 
F all the Duties of the Penitent, that NO 


which Privacy beſt qualifies us for, 11 


is PRAYER; which it enables us to per Inc 


* See his Sermon before ag * * Nov. 5. 1704 in 1 
form 


1.35 
1: þ form in ſuch a Manner, as is likely to be 
s, moſt prevalent and effectual. Great, in- 
e, þ deed, is the Excellence and Advantage of 
es: Public Devotions, as they teſtify our Com- 
re | mon Reverence of the Divine, Being; as 
eſe | they are beſt fitted to implore, or to ac- 
ot | knowledge Publick Bleſſings; and as they 
ies | excite a Publick Emulation in the Breaſts 
ng | of ſincere Worſhippers. However, in ſome 
.u- Reſpects, they muſt yield the Præ:eminence 
an to Cloſet Prayer; particularly in this, 
> a That they are not ſo well calculated as 
lof| #hat, to procure Eaſe and Repoſe of Con- 
ica!] ſcience to the Sinner, and to adjuſt parti- 
his, | cular Accounts between God and our Souls. 
ing] For it is of ſpecial Uſe to this Purpoſe, 
in theſe Three Reſpects; as it affords the 
beſt Opportunity of being Fixed, Fervent, 
and Circumſtantial in our Addreſſes to God. 
In the Solemn Service of the Sanctuary, 
let us endeavour never ſo much to prevent 
| Diftraions, we ſhall, now and then, be 
WP, ſenſible of them: Outward Objects will 
n break in upon our Senſes, and divert the 
T EIN Application of our Minds; even the 
Length of the Office, and the Daily Re- 
turns of the ſame Forms, will, to Perſons 
ew not rightly qualified and diſpoſed, occaſion _ 
for.] {Piritual Languors and. Wandrings. But 
__ all theſe Obſtacles are removed; all theſe 
Per Inconveniencies are prevented when we pray 
7% in Private, We are then placed immedi- 
forny Hs eee | ately 


„ 
ately under the Eye of God, which awes 


us, and under no other Eyes which might | 


divert or diſcompoſe us; we are then at 


Liberty to make Choice of our own - 


Thoughts, and our own Words; and 
_ while we are chufing them, we cannot but 
attend to them. We can break off from 
the Duty whenever we find our Attention 


flags, and return to it at a more Teaſonable | 


Opportunity. 


Nor are we capable, at fach Times, of | 


being more Fixed only, but likewiſe, more 
 Fervent, and Inflamed. True Religion is 
ever Modeſt, and reſerved 1n 1ts Demeanor, 
when it appears in Publick; jealous of 
doing any thing that may ſavour of Va- 
nity and Oſtentation; unwilling to allow 
itſelf in any ſuch Earneſtneſs of Speech, or 
Singularity of Behaviour, as may call off 
the Eyes and Ears of others to obſerve 
them: It contents itſelf, for the moſt Part, 
with a Compoſed and Serious Look 3 with 
a Simple and Unaffected Carriage. But 
when Publick Regards and Reſtraints are 
taken off, the Pious Soul may then let 
itſelf looſe into the higheſt Fervors of Zeal, 
into the freeſt Raptures of Thought, and 
into a ſuitable Vehemence and Warmth of 


Expreſſion; there is no Sort of Holy Ad- 


dreſs which it may not malay, uſe of, no 


-outward Signs of Devotion a 


then, 


Reverence | 
which it may not abound . We may | 
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then, without oblerving Ceremonies and 
Forms, throw ourſelves, as it were, into 
the Divine Embraces, as a Friend runs 
into the Arms of his Friend, when No- 
body is by to interrupt their mutual En- 

| dearments. ; 
There is yet another great 3 


that attends our Private Devotions : They 


| give us leave to be as expreſs and particular 
as we pleaſe in our Repreſentations. In 
the Church, the Sinner and the Saint, Men 


of all Ranks, Diſtinctions, and Attain- 


ments in Virtue, muſt join in the ſame 


Common Forms: And though each of 


them may, by a ſudden Glance of Mind, 


adapt the General Words to his own Cir- 


cumſtances ; yet one Branch of the Service 
3 too faſt upon another, to admit of 


Pauſe between them. And they, 
9 who lie under the Load, of any 


particular Guilt, riſe not from their Knees 


with ſo much Comfort, as they would have 
done, had they been at Liberty to dwell 
upon it, and confeſs it in all its Aggrava- 
tions. This Liberty, their Cloſet, and 
that alone, can afford them: There they 


may expatiate as much as they pleaſe upon 


their Wants and Unworthineſs: There they 


may pour out all their Complaints; and 


open all ey Griefs and Fears; and ſend 


p all t Thanks and Acknowledg- 


>. There Importuaities are not for- 
e bid- 


[38] 


didden, Repetitions are not unbecoming; 
but they may perſiſt Knocking till it is 


opened to them, and ating till * have = 


0 obtained. ; 
Indeed, the greater our Sphere of Pub. = 


lick Action 1s, the leſs Time we can allow- 
- ourſelves to ſpend in theſe Religious Ex- 
erciſes; but ſtill ſome of it is due to them: |} 
Nor can any ſecular Cares or Avocations | 
wholly 
Bleſſed Lord, we are ſure, had very great 
Buſineſs to tranſact with Mankind, and a 
very ſhort Time in which to finiſh it; 
and yet, during his Three Years Conver- | 
fation on Earth, we find him often ex, 
: the Active and 
Publick State for thoſe of the Solitary and 
Private; ſending the Multitudes away, and | 
going up into the Mountain, apart, io Pray. 
And we are ſure, that in his, as well as | 
other Reſpects, He left us an e tat 1 


excuſe us from paying it. 


changing the Duties of 


we ſhould fal His Steps. * 


| * See bis Lent Sermon before the Qu 2 LE u, 
March, 23, 1704-5. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 077 
'@: FuruRE STATE. 


| 1 all the Benefits we expect from a 


Chriſtian Infticution, were confined 
within the Bounds of this preſent Life, and 


we had no Hopes of a better State after 


this, of a great and laſting Reward in a 
Life to come; we Chriſtians ſhould be the 


' moſt abandoned and wretched of Creatures: 


All other Sorts and Sects of Men would, 
evidently, have the Advantage of us, and 


| a much ſurer Title to Happineſs than we. 


Were there no Life after this, Men 
would be more miſerable than Beaſts: For, 


in this Life, it is plain, that Beaſts have, 
in many Reſpects, the Advantage of them; 
inaſmuch as they enjoy greater ſenſual 


Pleaſures, and fee] fewer Corporal Pains, 


and are utter Strangers to all thoſe anxious 
| and tormenting Thoughts, which perpetu- 
ally haunt and diſquiet Mankind. | 
The Pleaſures of Senſe are, probably, 
 reliſhed by Beaſts in a more exquiſite 
Degree than they are by Men; for they 
| ES e taſte 


[49] 


taſte them ſincere and pure always, with. ; 


out Mixture, or Alloy; without being 


diſtracted in the Purſuit, o Giſquicted 1 in : 


the Uſe of them. 
I hey follow Nature in their Pate ny 


: Þ *ruitions, carrying them no farther than |} 
the directs, and leaving off at the Point, | 
at which Exceſs wo! ald grow troubleſome | 
and hazardous; ſo that their Appetite is | 
not deſtroyed, or dulled by being gratified, | 


but returns always freſh and vigorous to 


its Object. Hence their Organs are gene- 
rally better diſpoſed than ours, for receiv- | 
ing grateful Impreſſions from ſenſible Ob- 


leſs liable to be vitiated by 


jects; being 


Diſeaſes, and other Bodily Accidents, which 4 
d Order our Frame, and extremely leſſen 


the Complacence we have in all the good 
Things of Life that ſurround us. 


Fancy and Opinion. They have not the 
Art of growing Miſerable, upon a View 
of the Happineß of others; it being the 
peculiar Privilege of Thinking Beings, when 
they are otherwiſe ſufficiently bleed, to 


create Trouble to themſelves, by needleſs 


Compariſons. 


They are under no Checks from Reaſon 


and Reflection, which, by repreſenting 


r to the Mind of Man, the 
Mean- 


Nor are | 
the Pleaſures which the Brutal Part of the | 
Creation enjoy, ſubject to be leflened, any 
ways, by the Uneaſineſs which aries from | 


rr 5 
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Meanneſs of all ſenſual Gratifications, do, 
in great Meaſure, blunt the Edge of his 
| Kkeeneſt Deſires, and pall all his Enjoy- 
ments. They are not aware of a ſuperior 

| | Good, or of any higher End, to which 
f they might be ordained. They feel no 

| inward Reproaches for tranſgreſſing the 
I Bounds of their Duty, and Laws of their 
Nature. They have no uneaſy Preſages of 
a future Reckoning, wherein the Pleaſures 


1 
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they now taſte muſt be accounted for, 


and may, perhaps, be outweighed by the 
Pains which ſhall then lay hold of them. 


None of their Satisfactions are impaired by 
| the Fear of loſing them, by that Dread 


of Death, which hangs over the mere 
| Natural Man, and, like the Hand. cvriting 


| on the Wall, damps all his Mirth and 


Jollitry ; and by which he is, as the Apoſtle 


| ſpeaks, all bis Lifetime ſubje@ unto Bon- 


| dage; (Heb. li. 15.) that is, in a mean, 


| dejected, ſlaviſh State of Mind. In a Word, 


| they have no Concern for what is paſt; no 


| uneaſy Expectations of what is to come; 


but are ever tyed down to the preſent 
Enjoyment ; and in that they are vigorouſly 
and totally employed. 


t 
ly 
> 


Y 


In theſe Reſpects it may be truly at- 


_ | firmed, that Men would be really more 


miſerable than Beaſts ; and that the Beſt 
of Men would be often the moſt miſera- 
ble. For their Principles give them not 

5 E 3 : Leave 
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Leave to taſte ſo freely of the Pleaſures of 
Life, as other Men do; and expoſe them 
more to the Troubles and Dangers of it. 
The great and prevaling Principle of Good 
Men, is, To lit as looſe from thoſe Plea- 
| ſures, and be as moderate in the Uſe of 
them, as they can, in order to maintain | 

the Empire of the Mind over the Body, 
and keep the Appetites of the one in due 

Subjection to the Reaſoning Powers of the 

other. A truly good Man, thinks himſelf 
obliged, not only to forbear thoſe Gratifi- 

cations which are forbidden by the Rules e 

of Reaſon and Religion, but even to re- | j 

frain himſelf in unforbidden Inſtances, when, | 

by allowing himſelf in what is innocent, he | 
would either run the Riſque of being far- 


ther betrayed into what is not ſo, or would | lit 


breed Matter of Offence to his weak and | 
misjudging Neighbour. He lives not for | 
himſelf alone, bur hath a Regard, in all | 
his Actions, to the great Community | 
wherein he is incloſed; and gives the | 
| Reins, therefore, to his Appetites, no far- | 
ther than the indulging them is conſiſtent | 
with the General Good and Happineſs of 
Society. „ 3 
He is ſo far from graſping at all the 
Advantages and Satisfactions of this World| 
which are poſlible to be attained by him, 
that he thinks the bounding of his Deſires} 
and Defigns within the Line which bis 
35 Birth 
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ta) 


! Birth and Fortune have marked out, to 
be a great and indiſpenſable Duty: He 


| hath /zarnt, in whatſoever State be is, there- 


with to be content; and doth not, therefore, 
a- | eagerly aſpire after an higher Condition 


of Life, is not over ſolicitous to procure 


in to himſelf a larger Sphere of Enjoyment. 


It is impoſſible for a Man to have a 
lively Hope in another Life, and yet be 


deeply immerſed in the Enjoyments of 
this; inaſmuch as the Happineſs of our 
Fudupe State, ſo far exceeds all that we 
5 | can propoſe to ourſelves at preſent, both 
nin Degree and Duration, that, to one firmly 
, perſuaded of the Reality of that Happt- 
; neſs, and earneſtly deſirous of obtaining it, 
all Earthly Satisfactions, muſt needs look 
little, and grow flat and unſavory. We 
| ſhould bear the Uneaſineſſes that befal us 


for | here with Conſtancy and Patience; as 


him, 


eſires 
1 his 


Birth. 


knowing, that though our Paſſage through 
this World ſhould be rough and trouble- 
' ſome, yet the Trouble will be but ſhorr, 
and the Reſt and Contentment we ſhall. 
find, at the End, will be an ample Re- 
compenſe for all the little Inconveniencies 
| we meet with in our Way towards it.“ 


M A X- 


* See his Sermon, at the Funeral of Mr. Bennet, 
the Book-/eller in St. Paul's Church- Yards Auguſt 30, 
1706. 
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Leave to taſte ſo freely of the Pleaſures of 


Life, as other Men do; and expoſe them 


more to the Troubles and Dangers of it. 
The great and prevaling Principle of Good | 
Men, is, To ſit as looſe from thoſe Plea- | 
ſures, and be as moderate in the Uſe of 
them, as they can, in order to maintain | 


the Empire of the Mind over the Body, 


and keep the Appetites of the one in due 


Subjection to the Reaſoning Powers of the 
other. A truly good Man, thinks himſelf 


obliged, not only to forbear thoſe Gratifi- 


cations which are forbidden by the Rules 


of Reaſon and Religion, but even to re- 
frain himſelf in unforbidden Inſtances, when, 


by allowing himſelf in what is innocent, he 


would either run the Riſque of being far- 
ther betrayed into what is not ſo, or would 
breed Matter of Offence to his weak and | 


misjudging Neighbour. He lives not for 


himſelf alone, but hath a Regard, in all 


| his Actions, to the great Community 


wherein he is incloſed; and gives the | 


Reins, therefore, to his Appetites, no far- 
ther than the indulging them 1s conſiſtent 
with the General Good and Happineſs of 
Society. 1 

He is ſo far from graſping at all the 


Advantages and Satisfactions of this World 
which are poſſible to be attained by him, 
that he thinks the bounding of his Deſires 
and Deſigns within the Line e 
1 1 rt F 
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I Birth and Fortune have marked out, to 
| | be a great and indiſpenſable Duty: He 
I hath learut, in whatſoever State be is, there- 
| } with to be content; and doth not, therefore, 
- eagerly aſpire after an higher Condition 
f | of Life, is not over ſolicitous to procure 
2 | to himſelf a larger Sphere of Enjoyment. 
> | It is impoſſible for a Man to have a 
e | lively Hope in another Life, and yet be 
e | deeply immerſed in the Enjoyments of 
if | this ; inaſmuch as the Happineſs of our 
- | Future State, ſo far exceeds all that we 
can propoſe to ourſelves at preſent, both 
- | im Degree and Duration, that, to one firmly 
1, | perſuaded of the Reality of that Happi- 
ie | neſs, and earneſtly deſirous of obtaining it, 
r- | all Earthly Satisfactions, muſt needs look 
ld little, and grow flat and unſavory. We 
1d | ſhould bear the Uneaſineſſes that befal us 
or | here with Conſtancy and Patience ; as 
ill | knowing, that chogah our Paſſage through 
ty | this World ſhould be rough and trouble- 
he | ſome, yet the Trouble will be but ſhort, 
ir- | and the Reſt and Contentment we ſhall 
nt find. at the End, will be an ample Re- 
of | compenſe for all the little Inconveniencies 
we meet with in our Way towards it.“ 


Id 2 5 i M A X- 
m, * See his Sermon, at the Funeral of Mr. Bennet, 


the Book-/eller in St. Paul's Church- Tag; Auguſt 30, 
his] 1706. 
rth | By 


. 
By an ee (at the End of his Segen 
Preached at Gild-Hall Chapel, on the Election of 
Lord Mayor, September, 28, 1706.) The Dean of 


| Carliſle informed the Publick, That (in a Letter to 


him) 


* a very heavy and invidious Charge was 


brought againſt the Doctrine laid down in a Ser- 


And, 


mon preached at the Funeral of Mr. Bennet. 


© That although it was eaſy, in a little Compaſs, to | 


* fay whatever was neceſſary for his Juſtification ; Yet 


* the Importance of the Argument itſelf, and the ſeri- 


* ous Manner in which the Writer (Mr. Hoadſey, now 
© Biſhop of Hereford) had handled it, determined him 


to conſider what had been offered, more diſtint- 


ly and fully. Which he accordingly did, in 4 
large Vindication of the Doctrine contained in Mr. Ben- 


net's Funeral Sermon (prefixed to his Volume of | 


Sermons in Octavo) Upon which Mr. Hoadley pub- 
liſhed a Second Letter, Two Years after (1708) 
with a POSTSCRIPT relating to the Do- 


 frrine laid down in a Sermon (Preached by Dr. Atter- 


| bury, before the Preſident and Governors of the Hoſ- 


pitals of Bridewe!] and Bethlehem, in Bridewell-Cha- | 
pel, Auguſt, 16, 1694.) concerning The Power of 


Charity to cover Sins. But neither to this Second 


Letter, nor the Pyſtcript againſt his Charity- Sermon, | 1 


did the Dean of Carlifle think it needful to take 
any, the leaſt, Notice. And Mr. Hadley, no doubt, 


was pleaſed, as he has been in ſeveral other Contro- 


verſies, with having the /aft Nerd. 5 
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+I 1. HE Fate of Mankind is in the 
& Hands of PRINCES; and who/je 
1 | Welfare, in great meaſure, depends upon 
- | 7heir Actions and Conduct. 
II. SOVERAIGN PRINCEs and 
- [STATES are the Chief Inſtruments | 
# | which Divine Providence employs in its 
; | Adminiſtrations here below; and by which 
„fit brings about all thoſe mighty Events 
s that fix, or unſettle, the Peace of the 
World. When theſe great Wheels move 
F irregularly, the whole Machine of State is 
preſently rendered unſerviceable, and num- 
berleſs depending Motions are either 8 
| ped or diſordered. 
III. The Execution of all LAWS is in- 
I Frruſted with Princes; and are the Source 
of every Advantage that redounds to Man- 


=: * See his Sermon beſore the Houſe of Commons, 
-j March 8, 1704. | 


kind 


very Leaſt, as feeling Her Care, and the 


046] 


kind from Society, which, without them, Þear 


would not be preferable to Solitude. To Exan 


the Influence of Laws it is owing, that we Ito th 


can call any thing our own, even Life [Degr 


itſelf, and are theſtered from the Attacks. ſprea 


which the Luſts and Paſſions of Men, re- fully, 
ſtrained by nothing but the Principles of] V. 
Reaſon and Religion, would be eve ry Day I moſt 
making upon us: That we are poliſhed ir Þwhicl 
our Manners, bred up in all the Arts 5 and 
Civil Lite, which can render us uſeful, or to be 


agreeable to each other. un, 


IV. Of LAW, and JUSTICE, ſaid Seaſc 


the excellent Mr. Hooker, long fince,| VI 
(with a Compaſs of Thought, and a Force great 
of Words, peculiar to him) 0 leſ can be Degr 


acknowledged, than that Her S E AT 1s in Ipreſe: 


the Boſom of God; Her Voice, the Har- icen 
mony of the World; that all Things in 


Heaven and Earth do Her Homage; : The 


Greateſt, as not exempt from Her Power ; 


both Angels, and Men, and Creatures, « po 


what Kind ſoever, though each in differentÞ 
Sort and Manner, yet all, with one uniform 


_ Conſent, admiring Her as the Mother of Þary 


their Peace and Joy. He therefore, upon fake ( 


whoſe Authority and Will the Obſervarion hot o. 
of Human Laws depends, hath the Hap- put « 


pineſs, or Miſery of Mankind in his Power; VI 
the Earth, and all the Inhabitants thereof, ll C 


would be #iſlved, did not ſuch Perſons ing t 


bear 


161 


1, ee up the Pillars of it : Nay, even the 
'o Example of Princes is, itſelf, a Living Law 
eto their Subjects, which faſhions them, by 
te Degrees, into a Likeneſs of Manners, and 


5, ſpreads its Influence inſenſibly, but power- 
<- fully, thro' Cities and Kingdoms. 


ot V. The Reign of a good Prince i the 
1 {moſt univerſal and comprehenſive Bleſſing, 


in [which either Man can aſk, or God beſtow; 


otÞand for which we have as much Reaſon 
or Bto be thankful, as for the Light of the 
Pun, for temperate Weather, and fruitful | 


id] Seaſons. 


e, VI. An DI Prince cannot help doing * 
ce great deal of Good, by preſerving ſome 
he Degree of Order * Government, which 
in [preſerve the World. But when Virtue 


r-faſcends the Throne, it diſpenſes Bleſſings, 
in [without Number, and without Meaſure ; ; 
He land diffuleth its Influence on all arounc, 
he land beneath it. F 

VII. As the Virtue, and Vices of all who 
govern, operate on all Inferior Ranks of 
Men, in the Way of Natural Cauſes, ſo 
ave they another, and more extraocdi- 


Fin 


of nary Effect; inaſmuch as God doth often 
on take Occaſion to reward or puniſh a People, 
10N hot only by Means of Good or [ll Princes, 


p- put even for the Sake of them. 


r VIII. Whether it be, that the 5 


Ill Conduct of Rulers is, ſometimes, ow- 
ns ing to their People; and may, therefore, 
pany juſtly 


4. 2. hs * 
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mutually liable to the Conſequences of each 


other's Actions, God intended to imprint a 
- mutual Concern and Endeavour for op 
_ other's Welfare, and to unite them t 
| ther in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Intereſt By 


Affection; Whatever the Reaſon of God's 


Dealing, in this Manner, with Princes and 
States, may be, ſure we are, that He doth 


thus deal with them, and that this is one 


chief Article in that Scheme of Political] 
Juſtice, by which he governs the World. 


And can there be a better Argument for 
our interceding with God, in the Behalf 


of Kings, and all that are in Authority, 
than to reflect, that we are really, at ſuch 


Times, interceding for Ourſelves? Since 
we may be chaſtifed for their Tranſgreſſi- 


ons, and reap the Rewards of their Piety 


and Goodneſs. = 
IX. The Cares of Empl are great, and 


the Burden which lies upon the Shoulders 
of Princes, weighty. 


With what Diffi- 
culties is their Adminiſtration often clog- 
ged, by the Perverſeneſs, Folly, or Wick- 


| edneſs of thoſe they govern! How hard a 
Thing do they find it, to inform them- 


ſelves truly of the State of Affairs; where 


Praud and Flattery ſurrounds, and take 
REY ſuch Pains to miſ- lead them! Fo nice a 


_Taſk 


ated to chem; or whether 
(as in the Caſe of viſiting the Sins of Pa- 
rents upon their Children) by making them! 


£49] 

Task is it, to diſtinguiſh between the Coun- 
_| ſels which are given out of Private In- 
u tereſt, and thoſe which a Care of the Pub- 
n lick Good ſuggeſts! And to ſteer their 
a | Courſe aright, between the Extremes of 
h allowing too much Liberty, and affecting 
too much Power! To what Daily Dangers 
d are their Perſons expoſed, from the At- 
| tempts of Treachery and Violence! How 
d particular and preſſing are the Temptations 
| to which the Height of Power they have 
e attained, makes them liable ! They are 
al] above the Reach of Fear, Reproof, and 
3 | moſt of thoſe outward Checks, which God 
\r | has placed as Guards upon Private Mens 
f Virtue ; and are, on that Account, in great 
y, Danger of letting looſe their Appetite and 
h | Paſſions into all manner of Exceſſes, with- 
ce | gut an extraordinary Degree of God's re- 
li | ſtraining Grace; which, therefore, it be- 
ry | comes and concerns us to beg of Him, 

| for them. -- 
AT OW 5s Providence of God doth, in a & 
rs very peculiar Manner, interpoſe towards {| 
H- ſwaying the Wills and Affections, and di- il 
g-f| recting, or over-ruling the Intentions of 
k. thoſe who lit at the Helm: He gives a Bent | 
ja] to them, this Way, or that, which they | 
n- take as certainly and eaſily, as a Stream is 
re divided into the Channels which the Hand © | 
ke] of the Workman prepares for it. 
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I. Human Power, left to itſelf, would | 


make wild Work in the World; the | r 


Chariot of Government, would be often | 


and dangerouſly miſguided by raſh, un- | £ 1 
_ Tkilful Drivers, did not an Inviſible Hand |} 


hold the Reins, and gently direct the Courſe b 8 


XII. A Spirit of Meekneſß, Submiſſion, | 


and Reſpect to our Superiors, if generally | ' 0 


exerciſed, makes Crowns fit eaſy on the | 
Heads of Princes, and renders them and | 
their Subjects equally a Bleſſing to each | 


other. 


XIII. Such as fincerely pray for the | 


' Proſperity of a State, are not likely to 
diſturb it themſelves, or to puſh on others | 
into Attempts againſt the Peace of it : | 
They come out of the Church ſtill more | 


devoted to their Prince and Country, than | -- 
they went in; more eager and better qua-. 


lified to diſcharge their Duty to the Pub- 


lick, in their ſeveral Places and Stations... 


XIV. The Happieſt of Mankind are 
often ſubject to this great. Infirmity : Thar, 
overlooking thoſe Solid Bleſſings which | 
they already have, they ſet their Hearts | 
upon ſomewhat which they want; ſome | . 
untried Pleaſure or Advantage, which, if 
they could but taſte, if they could but ob- | 
tain, they ſhould then be certainly and com- 


pleatly bleſt. And yet, no ſooner have 
they climbed that Hill, which thus deter- 


1 — 


mines 


1 
x : ' 
Feſti 


F 


l 


mines their View at a Diſtance, but a New 


| Proſpect is opened to them, and they find 
themſelves as far removed from the ima- 


gined Point of Happineſs, as ever. 


XV. When the Providence of God con- 
cerns itſelf in producing ſurprizing Events, 
tis in order to have its Influence on Things 
below obſcrved and acknowledged; which 
would go near to be forgotten, did He 
not, by ſome remarkable Inſtances of his 
laterpoſition in Human Affairs, now and 
then raiſe Men up into a lively and vi- 


gorous Senſe of it. . 


XVI. When the great Scene of Govern- 
ment is ſhifted all at once, and the Cauſes 
that viſibly contribute to it, bear no Pro- 
| portion to the Effect produced; then we 
look out for others of a more extended 
Force; we perceive a Divine Providence 
intereſting itſelf in our Affairs, and adore 
the Footſteps of it. a 


XVII. If we forget God's Adminiſtra- 


tion of the great Affairs below, when they 
goon evenly and regularly, He 1s pleaſed, 


by awakening Notices, now and then, to 
put us in Mind of it: To preſent to our 


222 Eo ne Wag: FEED / pc Re IR ED I Ee 


View ſome aſtoniſhing Revolution of State, 
like a glaring Comet, hung up in the Air, 


waole 1rregalar Motion and Appearance 


ſhall ſooner lead our Thoughts up to the 


* See his Sermon before the QUztn, upon the 


Feitival of St. Simon and St. Fade, 1705. 


F. 2 Author 


44 


Author of Nature, and imprint a deeper 


Awe of him upon us, than the Sight of 


the whole Hoſt of Heaven, in orderly. Ar- | 


ray, continually moving round us. 
XVIII. Since the 


which God hath been pleaſed to give ex- 


traordinary Indications of his Power and 


Providence, hath been by ſuch Signs of the | 


Times, (ſuch Wonders of Government as the 
| Reſtauration ) 


them. 


or hereafter, as he thinks fit; for their 
Duration is Eternal: And ſhould their 


ſucceſsful Crimes, or unmerited Afflictions 
be winked at in this World, it ſufficeth, 
if ſuch Irregularities are ſer right in ano- | 
But as to Societies and Combina- 


ther. 
tions of Men, which are of a ſhorter Date, 


another Rule muſt take Place: And, there- 


fore, the Juſtice of God's Adminiſtration, 


in regard to ſuch Communities, muſt be 


manifeſted either here, or not at all. 


XX. TheFews were ſo remarkably ſepa- [ 


rated from other Nations, and kept fo in- 
tire 


R Vice 1 
ceaſed, as it did when the Teſtimony of the 
Goſpel was fully ſealed, the chief Way i in |} 


which were not calculated | 
like the other Miracles, for any particular | 
Purpoſe or Period; but have been in the | 
World as long as Kingdoms and Nations 
have bcen, and are to laſt together with 


XIX. The Juſtice of God's dealing with | 
particular Men, may be manifeſted here, 


£84 


tire within themſelves, by the expreſs Com- 
mands of God, and by a Fence of many 
| peculiar Rites and Ceremonies; and the 


Hiſtory of the various and ſtrange Viciſſi- 


| tudes they underwent, from their firſt. 
IErection into a People, down to their final 
| Exciſion, is ſo punctually regiſtred and 

| tranſmitted to us, that we may in them, 


as in the Glaſs of Providence, diſtinctly 


I fee all the ſeveral Ways and Methods of 
I God's dealing with great States and King- 
doms, and be fully inſtructed in the Rule 


of his raiſing or depreſſing, proſpering 


or puniſhing them, by the Interpoſition of 
Ja Divine Power, as. viſible almoſt as the 
Virtues or Vices that occaſioned it. 
XXI. Thoſe unexpected Turns of State 
and Deliverances, which the Arm of God 
| ſometimes brings to paſs, He does it to 


baffle the miſtaken Policy of Men, and to 


_ diſcover the Vanity and Emptineſs of all 
| thoſe Pretences to a deep and conſummate 

Wiſdom, which the falſly Wiſe, of this 
| World, pleaſe themſelves in, and value 
I themſelves upon. | 


XXII. Men of Ability and Experience 


in great Aﬀairs, who have been long at 


the Helm, have hit often in their Con- 


Jjectures and Reaſonings upon Things, and 
have been very proſperous in many of their 
Projects; are apt, at laſt, to give them- 


3 DI {elves 
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ſelves the Honour of all their good Luck, | 


and to grow vain upon it. 


XXIII. Were it not for ſuch ſurprizing | 
” Revolutions of Affairs, which diſappoint the 
Devices of Crafty States- Men, and make the | 


Heads of the ableſt and moſt experienced 
Lookers-on giddy at the Sight, God would, 


in the Opinion of many of his Creatures, I 
be ſhut out from the Government of the 


World, and the Honour of his Conduct 


would be devolved upon ſome of the mean | 


and ſubordinate Inſtruments of it : Thoſe 


Poor Inſects, that fit upon the Wheels of 


State, and imagine themſelves to be the 


Authors of all its Motions, and able to 
at ther 


check, or to quicken them, 
Pleafure! WO 


XXIV. Reputation is the pet Ehaine; 
by which thoſe who are poſſeſſed of Power 
muſt make that Power ſerviceable to the | 
The Rods | 
and Axes of Princes and their Deputies, 
may awe. many into Obedience; but the | 


Ends and Uſes of Government. 


Fame of their Goodneſs and Juſtice, and 
other Virtues, will work on more; will 
make Men not only Obedient, but willing 


to Obey, and ready to come into every | 
that is done, or deſigned for rhe | 
Publick Advantage, by thoſe who they are | 


thing 


ſatisfied ſincerely mean it. 


* Sec his Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, on | 


XXV. | 


the 291b of Mey, 1701. 
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1 XXV. An Eſtabliſped Cbarucrer ſpreads 
che Influence of ſuch as move in an high 
| Sphere, all around and beneath them; it 
I reaches farther than their own Care and 
Providence, or that of their inferior Of- 
ficers, can poſſibly do: It acts for them, 
| when they themſelves ceaſe to act, and 
renders their Adminiſtration boch Proſpe- 
tous and Eaſy. 


XXVI. The Aftions of Men in 570 Sta- 


tions, are all conſpicuous, and liable to be 
ſcanned and ſifted. They cannot hide 
themſelves from the Eyes of the World, as 
Private Men can: Even thoſe who attend 8 
on their State and Dignity, and make up 
their Honourable Train, are, as it were, 

I ͤſo many Spies placed upon them by the 


Publick, to obſerve them nearly, and re- 


port their Character. Praiſe, therefore, 
or Blame, being the neceſſary Conſequence 
of every Thing they do, they have more 


Reaſon to act always with an immediate 
Regard to the Opinion of the World, 
than other Men have; and to reſolve to 


make all thoſe Actions worthy of Obſerva- 


tion, which are ſure to be Obſerved. 


XXVII. Great Places are never well fill- 
| ed, but by Great Minds; and it is as na- 
tural to a great Mind to feek Honour 


a due Diſcharge of an high Truſt, as it is 


to Little Men to make "lefs Advantages 


of 1 it. On all theſe Accounts, Reputation 
becomes 
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becomes a PINT a very peculiar Bleſling 


to Magiſtrates; and their Purſuit of it is | 
not only allowable, but laudable ; ſo it be | 
carried on by Methods which are every. way | 
innocent and juſtifiable, and with a View | 


of making a good Ule of a good Character, 


when eſtabliſhed: So that be not reſted in, | 
as an End, but only. employed as a Means | 
of doing ſtill farther Good, and as an En- | 


couragement to proceed in doing it: Ina 
Word, fo Honour be not ſought after, by 


the Violation of Conſcience, or the Praiſe of | 
Men preferred, in any. reſpect, to the Praiſe | 


of God: 
XXVII. Honour, Profit, and Pleatiire, 
are the Three. great Idols, to which the 


Men of this World bow; and one, or all 
of which is generally aimed at, in every | 


Human Friendſhip they make. 


XXIX. The Firſt Step towards Hap- 
pineſs, is to correct our falſe Opinions con- 


cerning it, by learning to eſteem every 


Thing, not according to that Rate and 
Value which the World, or our own miſ- |} 
taken Imaginations may have placed upon | 


it, but according to that which, in itſelf, 
and in the Accounts of right Reaſon and 
Religion, it really bears. 8 | 
* See his Sermon on the Election Day of Lord 
Mayor, September, 28. 1706. 
See his Sermon before the Guns, 08. 31. 1708. 


$ See his Diſcourſe on the Death of Lady CuTTs. 
| XXX. 


O Us 
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| owed all his Repuration, and his Followers : 


| It was not his Philoſophy, and his boaſted 
| Reaſon, that drew Men in, but the Skill 


he had in fitting his Principles to Mens 


„ 4 
5 


Conſtitutions and Tempers. He knew what 
would take, and be liked; and he knew 
how to expreſs it after a taking Manner; 
and no wonder, then, if it were greedily 
E To talk againſt received Opi- 


and to give it, beſide, the Air (and he 


tion: This he ſaw would be a ſure Way 
of engaging the Men of Wit and Plea- 


ſure,” on his Side; and this, therefore, he 
followed with Application, and Succeſs. 


VXVXXI. When Chriſtianity fr/ fer out, 
it took none of thoſe Methods of recom- 
mending itſelf, and enlarging its Intereſts: 
On the contrary, it propoſed plain naked 


Truths, without Colours and Diſguiſes, or 


any Regard to what was agreeable and 


pleaſing. Ic held forth high and uncon- 


celivable 


XXX. Falſe and Fooliſh Opinions have 

| gotten Footing, and thriven, in Prejudice 

to true Religion, and ſound Morality; be- 

cauſe there was ſomething in them which 

flattered either our Vanity, our Luſt, or 
our Pride, and fell in with a darling Incli— 

| | ration. And to thisfingle Art Mr. Hobbes 


nions, and in behalf of ſome beloved Vi- 
in all the natural Beauties of Language, 


gave it nothing but the Air) of Demonſtra- 
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crivable Myſteries, which the Pride of Man 


would make him apt to ſuſpe&, becaufc 
he could not perfectly comprehend : and 


It preached up harſh- and ungratetul Doc- 


trines, which did Violence to Mens Na- 
tures, and which it was. Death to them to 
think of entertaining: And yet, I fay, 


under this great Difadvantage, it made its | 


Way, and proſpered. 


* ESSE 


XXXII. Nothing recommends a new 


Doctrine ſo much, or goes ſo far towards | Uf 


promoting an univerſal Reception of it, 
as its falling in with the corrupt Deſires, 


and Inclinations, the Paſſions, and Preju- ER 
without |} 
Difficulty, brought to belieye an Opinion | 
true, which they wiſh true before-hand. 
And this was the Way in which that cun- 
for a new 
He made his Doctrine as reliſh- | 
ing and palatable as he could; contrived | 


dices of Men. For Men are, 


ning Impoſtor, Mabomet, ſet up 
Prophet. 


it on Purpoſe, ſo as that it might gratify 
Mens Luſts, and Appetites; and eſpecial- 


ly, that it might l with the looſe | 


and wanton Manners of the Eaſt, where 
he erected his Standard, 


XXXIII. It is another great Advantage | 
to a riſing Opinion, if it be eſpouſed by 
Men of Authority, Repute, and Parts; 
who may either force its Way into the | 
World by Dint of Power, or bring it] 
ern BOP Arts of Management and Con- | ; 


trivance. 
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trivance. ' In this Manner Mabomet, like- 


| wiſe, hewed out his Way by the Power of 
the Sword; took Advantage from the Di- 
- F vidions and Weakneſs of Chriſtendom, to 
- | arm a ſavage Multitude, and make large 
> | Inroads upon it: And having, firſt, brought 
„] into Subjection the Bodies of Men, had 
5 | no hard Task, afterwards, to inſlave their 


XXXIV. In like Manner the Papal : 


| 'Uſurpation hath prevailed ; the Biſhops of 
Rome got zealous Princes into their In- 


„ | tereſt, and made them blindly obedient 


| -toithe Holy See; and then, by their Help, 
impoſed their own Decrees upon whole 
unwilling Provinces and Kingdoms. And 


J. | as ſome of their Encroachments thus got 


Footing, ſo many others, we know, were 


W | brought in at firſt, and have been ſup- 
1- | ported ever ſince, by the higheſt and moſt 
A | refined Arts of Policy. That See hath 
never wanted, from the very Moment fince 
it firſt ſet up its Pretences, a Number of 
ſkilful Managers, who have continually 


pleaded its Cauſe, and carried on its In- 
tereſts, with all the Induſtry, and Zeal, of 


which Human Wit is capable: It hath ever 
had the warmeſt, and ableſt (I had almoſt 


faid the wiſeſt) Heads employed in its De- 
fence, and hath taken Care to make ſure 
of them by bountiful Rewards, dealt out 
mi Proportion to their Services; and by 


making 


[ 0 ] 
making a Zeal for the Papal Chair, a ſure, 


and never-failing Step towards. all Man- 
ner of Honours and Advantages : And 


no Wonder, therefore; if its Deluſigns : 
and Iniecteg 5 


have ſpread ſo far, and Wide, 
ſuch Numbers. 
XXXV. Another Expedient 
modes the Progreſs of a new Religi 


and barbarous Times; 


willing to do it. 


ſtitions: For it is plain, that they 
that Time of ſettling and ſpreading their 
Emp! 
Coming 
and the leaſt inquiſitive ; 


dulous; when 


Barbarity behind them. 


XXXVI. God pitched upon that par- 
ticalar Point of Time, for the Manifeſta- i 


tion of his Goſpel; when good Senſe and} 
Learning and Wit were at the higheſt. 


When the Roman Empire was in its ful! 
Lg 


222 * r 
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which pro- 
is, x 
If it be brought into the World in. dark * 
when Men are ei- . 
ther too rude and illiterate, to be able to 
weigh, and to diſpute the Truth of it z, or | 
too much ſunk in Sloth and Vice, to be 
And this, again, cannot 
but put us in mind of the Romiſo 1 | 
too 


ire, which of all Times, ſince the 


MY. 1 GO TRITY 


of Chriſt, was the moſt ignorant, | 
when Men were | 
vicious, lazy, diſpirited, fearful, and cre- | 
groſs Darkneſs fat upon the | 
Face of the Yeſt ; when the Irruptions of | 
the Goths and Vandals had deſtroyed all 
the old Learning, as well as the old Build- | 
ings, and left nothing but Ignorance aac 


wat] 
Pro 
littl 
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Glory, and, together with it, all the Arts 


and Sciences flouriſhed ; when the World 
N a profound Peace, and was at Li- 


B berty to examine the Truth of an Opi- 
d | nion, which ſet up with ſuch Pretences : 
Then did the Glorious Light of the Goſpel 


ſhine forth, and Cazzle the Eyes even of 


| thoſe who were thought to ſee beſt and 
£ fartheſt. And ſoon after the Apoſtles 


opened their Heavenly Commiſſion, and 


executed it publickly ; challenging thoſe 
r | who looked on, with all their Curioſity, 
e Subtlety, and Spite, to diſprove or ble. 
dt | miſh it. The Doctrine of the Croſs ſhewed _ 
- | itfelf bare-faced to all the Wits and Sages 

of both Rome and Athens; and defied 
ir | their Doubts and their Reaſonings. 


XXXVII. A Farther Help awd 


nt, | E ſtabliſning any new Opinions in Religion, 


dar- 


is, If they be not propoſed to Men all at 
once, but inſinuated into them only by in- 
he ſenſible Steps and Degrees: And this Me- 

ff thod hath often made its Way for the Belief 


of the moſt monſtrous Doctrines, and the 
Entertainment of the vildeſt Abſurdities. 


Witnefs (once more) ſeveral Articles in the 
| Roman Catholic Faith z which, had they 
| been offered to the Minds of Men at firſt, 


ta- in their full Latitude, had been rejected 


and 
heſt. 
full} 


ory | 


with Indignation and Horror : but being 
| propoſed at half Views, and advanced by 
little and little, were allo gradually ad- 

G mitted 
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mitted by Men not well aware of their 
utmoſt Import and Tendency; every firſt | 
Step into Error ſmoothing the Way to- 

-wards a ſecond, and fo on, till the Paſſage | 
was widened enough for the groſſeſt Con- © 


N tradictions to enter in ac it. 


XXXVIII. Far from this Artificial Me- N | 
thod of winning Belief, was the Religion | 
Upon its firſt Appearance, after | 


of Feſus. 
the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, it offered 
itſelf to the View of Men, at full Length, 
and in all its Proportions. 


mental Doctrine) was diſguiſed or con- 


cealed. The Meſſage it brought, it de- 
livered plainly and openly at once; the 
moſt unwelcome Practical Truths, as well! 
as thoſe which were better known and re- 
ceived; the Sublimeſt Points of Faith, ro- | 
gether with ſuch as were more eaſy and | 


credible. 


XXXIX. The Chriſtian Religion, from | 


ſmall and weak Beginnings, ſpread-itſelf far 


and wide, after a ſudden and ſtrange Man- 
ner; and this it did, againſt all Probabi- | 
lity, and contrary to all the Rules of Suc- | ' 
ceſs, which all other riſing Opinions have | 


ever ſet up with, * 


* So See his Sermon before Bn en Mary, £ 02. 1. 
1094. 2 5 


No Moral | 
Precept was reſerved for a more convyeni- | 
ent Time; no Doctrine (no great Funda- | 


XL. 
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XL. Of all falſe . che Maho- 


b metan came the neareſt to the Chriſtian, in 
the ſwift Manner of its Propagation; for in 


| a ſmall Time it over-run a great Part of 
- | the Zaftera World. But this Succeſs, how 


| extraordinary ſoever, had nothing Mira- 


„„ 


. 


ary =e 
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| culous in it; nothing but what may eaſily 
| be accounted for, by reflecting on the Cir- 
| cumſtances (already intimated) with which 
the Propagation of that Impoſture was at- 
| tended. Such as, The looſe Manners, and 
| lamentable Diviſions of the Chriſtians of 
that Time; the Suitableneſs of Mahomet's 
Doctrine to the ſenſual Inclinations of Men. 


eſpecially of thoſe Eaſtern People, to whom 
it was firſt addreſſed; and the Method he 


| uſed of procuring Submiſſion to it, by the 
Dint of the Sword, not by the Power of 
| Perſuaſion and Argument. A Religion, 
that gave a full Indulgence to the Am- 
bition, the Luſts, and Cruelty of Man- 
kind, could not fail of gaining Proſelytes; 


and when a Warlike and Savage Race of 
Men, united by the Hopes of Rapine and 


Spoil, ſet upon a Diſſolute, Divided, and 
| Weakned Enemy, (as the Chriſtians then 
were) the Succeſs of ſuch an Enterprize was 
ſure and eaſy ; and on the a; 


of Ma- 
homet's Arms the Succeſs of his Religion 


| depended: When, by an uninterrupted 
Courſe of Victories, he had laid the Founda- 


tion of the Saracen Empire, it was no 


G 2 Wonder 


1 


Wonder that a New Empire ſhould be able 


do introduce a New Religion: the Increaſe 
of the One, was naturally followed by a 


proportionable Enlargement of the Other: 
| Which, theretore, I fay, had nothing | 
Mliraculous in it; nothing that rivalled, or 
any- ways reſembled the Succeſs of the 
That Stone, which was cut out | 
of the Moot without Hands, (i. e. with- | 
out Viſible Cauſes and Inſtruments pro- * 
portioned to ſuch a Work) and broke in 
Pieces all other Kingdoms, and, at laſt, be- 
came itſelf a great Mountain, and filled the 


. Golpel. 


whole Earth, [Dan. ii. 34, 35-] 


XII. The imperfect Propagation of the 
Goſpel, and the Prevalence of Mahometiſm | 
over 1t, are ſome of the darkeſt Secrets of | 
Divine Providence. But the Cauſes that | 


contributed to produce this great Revolu- 


tion, are manifeſt: They were plainly | 
the Vices and Diſcords o the Chriſtians 
of thoſe Times, that gave the Enemies of | 
our Faith Courage to attack it, put | 


Weapons into their Hands, and furniſhed 


them with all manner of Advantages over 


it. Chriſt came into the World on purpoſe 
to ſubdue the Power, and deſtroy the 


Kingdom of Satan. He diſplayed the 
Banner of His Croſs, and ſummoned all. 


Nations to repair to it, who accordingly 


obeyed the Signal. Bur while the extremeſt 


Parts of the Earth were meditating a Sub- 
miſſion; 
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miſſion; while his greateſt Enemies were 
haſtening to put their Necks under his 
Feet, a Stop was put to their Intentions, 
and His Triumphs, by the Mutinies and 
Deſertions of bis own Soldiers. 
XIII. For near three hundred Years - 
| after Chriſt, no Roman Emperor embraced 
the Faith; tho' they were (ſeveral of them) 
Men of great Moral Virtues, and not far 
from the Kingdom of God, as to their Per- 


F | ſonal 8 and Charachers ſuch, 
harticularly, were Veſpaſian, Titus, Trajan, 
Alriau, and the Two Autonines. Yet it 

| pleaſed the Divine Providence, that even 
e | thoſe good Emperors, inſtead of embra- 
1 | cing and protecting the Chriſtian Faith, 
f mould diſcourage and perſecute 1 it; ſo that 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, which was not of this 
World, might not be beliolden to any of the 
y | Kingdoms of this World for its Eſtabliſn- 
S | mert; but ſpread and fix itſelf every where, 
ff not only without the Aid of Princes, but 
It | againſt their Will; in ſpite of their fierceſt 
a. | Oppoſition, nay, even by the Means of it. 
r | Herod and Pontius Pilate began this Op- 
le | poſition, and the Roman Emperors, till 
1 | Conftartiine, continued it. Never theleſs the 
W | Word of God went on, conquering, to 
neg! conquer, tlll it had ſubdued even thoſe 
ly | Subduers of the World, to the Obedience 
of the F alth. 


11 FF | 
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XIII. The very Exiſtence of the 


World is a Proof that it was at firſt 


Miraculouſiy Created; and ſo, even the | 


preſent ſpread and profeſſed in the World) 


s a Proof that it was, at firſt, Miraculouſly 
Planted. For the Second Creation by | 


Feſus Chriſt, can no more be accounted for, 


by Natural Cauſes, than the Firſt; and | 
carries in it as evident Marks and Im- 


preſſions of an Omnipotent Power, * 
XLIV. Pride makes a Man ſeem ſuffi- 


cient, in his own Eyes, for all Manner of 
Speculations and Inquiries, and, therefore, 
puts him indifferently upon the Purſuit of | 


all Knowledge, and the Determination of 


all Doubts, without giving him Leave to 
diſſtruſt himſelf in the leaſt, or once to 
conſider, which way his Genius and Abilt- | 


ties 1 3 3 33 1 
XLV. The Proud Man, not being 


duly Qualified for every Search; or, if he | 


were, yet not having Leiſure and Oppor- 
tunity enough to go through with it, is 
fain to take up with flight and ſuperficial 
Accounts of Things; and then, what he 
wants in true Knowledge, to make up in 


downright Aſſurance. As ſoon as he hath . 


touched on any Science, or Study, he im- 
mediately ſeems to himſelf to have maſtered 


® See his Second Sermon, upon the Propagation of 
the Gojpel, Anno 1094. e 


it; 
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i 8 as poſitive in his Opinions, and as 


hardy in his Aſſertions, as if the Thoughts 


of his whole Life had been directed ht 
Way only. Which is, as if a Coaſter, 
who had gone from Port to Port only, 


ſhould pretend to give a better Deſcription 
of the Inland Parts of a Country, than 
thoſe who have travelled it all over. 


XLVVI. It is the miſchievous Nature of | 


Pride to make a Man graſp at every 


Thing, and, by Conſequence, comprehend 
| nothing elfectually and throughly; and yet 


(which is worſt of all) inclines him to de- 


ſpiſe and contradict thoſe that do. It gives 


him juſt Underſtanding enough to raiſe an 


* Objection, or a Doubt, but not enough 
do lay it; which, as it is the Meaneſt and 
moſt Deſpicable, ſo it is alſo the moſt. 
| Dangerous State of Mind a Man can be 
in: And by ſo much the more Dangerous, 
as the Subject upon which his Inquiries turn, 


is more important, and the Errors more 
fatal which he runs into, for want of a due 
Knowledge of it. 

XLVII. He that is but Half a  Philoſs- 
pher, is in Danger of being an Atheiſt : An 
Half- Phyſician is apt to turn  Emperic : An 


half-bred Man is conceited in his Addreſs, 


and troubleſome in his Converſation. Thus 
It is in all Matters of Speculation or Prac- 
tice : He that knows but a little of them, 
and 1s very confident of his own Strength, is 

more 


than if he knew nothing at all. 
there is, I ſay, a natural Tendency in | 
Price, towards putting a Man's Mind into | | 
| ſuch a Situation as this, and therefore it | 
- muſt needs be a 


be fer Right again: 
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more out of the Way of true Knowledge, | 


Wrong. 


N Its Proud Man be once in the 
- Wrong, It is ſcarce poſſible he ſhould ever | 
He is placed above | 
the Reach of that great Means of Amend- | 
ment, Reproof; and, 
Pride led him into a Miſtake at firſt, ſo | 
will it be ſure to keep him there, and to | 
harden him in his Way, againſt whatever | 


Wiſe Men can think, or ſay of him. 


. A General undiſtinguiſhing Suſpi- [ 
cion is altogether as apt to miſlead a Man, 


as too eaſy and unwary Credulity. 
LI. An Extremity of Suſpicion, in an 


Inquirer after Truth, is like a raging Jea- | 


louſy in an Husband, or a Friend: It leads 


a Man to turn all bis Thoughts towards 
the IIl- natured ſide, and to put the worlt 
_ Conſtruction vpon every Things and, in | 
Con- 


Now, 


| Quality very oppoſite | © 
to the Search and Attainment of true 
Wiſdom. | 
XLVIII. The Progd Man dares trample | 
on thoſe Truths which the reſt of the 
World reverence ; and can fit down quietly | 
in the Aſſurance, that he alone is in the 
Right, and all Mankind beſide in the 


therefore, as his 


1 39 


Conſequence of that, for once that he is 
really in the Right, in his Gueſies and 
| Cenſures, to be very often, and very much 

JVC 
I. II. Wit, as it implies a certain un- 
common Reach and Vivacity of Thought, 
is an excellent Talent; very fit to be em- 
| ployed in the Search of Truth, and very 


capable of aſſiſting us to diſcern and em- 


| brace it. But falſe Wit, ora Way of ex- 
| poſing Things Sacred and Serious, by Satire 
| and Profane Drollery, by paſling a bold 
\ Feſt upon them, and ridiculing Arguments 
| inſtead of confuting them, betrays a Man 
into a Thouſand Errors, for One that it dif- 


covers to him. 


LIN. Men of quick and lively Parts, 


are apt to give themſelves a Looſe beyond: 
| plain Reaſon and common Senſe, and to 
| fay many Things, not exactly Right and 
True, in order to ſay ſomewhat New and 
Surprizing: Their great Aim is, in gene- 


* 


ral, to pleaſe, and in order to it, they muſt. 


bend all their Wit that Way, to which 


the corrupt Nature of Man is inclined, 
and be ſure always to ſpeak againſt the 


Opinions that are moſt general and pre- 
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| vailing. This gives them a light and tri- 
|| fling, inſtead of a ſerious and manly Frame 


of Spirit; and makes them think, they 
have anſwered all the wiſeſt Reaſons that 
can be brought for any Thing, if they 

„ £2 have 


_ Mirth and Laughter from it. 


then, in an Age, an Inſtance of fome cold 
Phlegmatick Man, that ſhall ſer up for 
_ over-turning Religion and Morality, mere- 
ly for the ſake of Contradiction, or to 

get himſelf a Name by it; without the | 
Deſign of indulging. his own Appetites in 


ſuch, generally, being Men,, who walk af-. 

EG ot, = TL no 
LuV. A Scorning Humour hath been moſt | 

prevalent in thoſe Ages of the World, in 
Which the Love of Pleaſure, and the Arts | 
of Eaſe and Luxury did moſt abound, and | 
is commonly incident to Men, at that 
Time of their Lives, when their Luſts are 
moſt ungoverned, and their Blood boils | 
hotteſt, Tis chiefly the young, robuſt | 
Sinner, that indulges himſelf in it, whilt | 
he is in the midſt of his Enjoyments.: For | 
tho' a Man may continue in the Practice 
of this impious Folly to the very End of 


[70]. 


have but clapped a Nick- Name upon it, |. 
and Dreſſed up a Grave and Venerable | 
Truth, in ſo Odd a Diſguiſe, as to raiſe | 4 


— 


ners. There may poſſibly be, now and 


ſo doing: But this is a very rare Caſe; 


LIV. Look round the World, and you 5 


ſhall ſeldom find a Man, Looſe in his Prin- 4 
ciples, who is not fo, likewiſe, in his Man- 


| 


his Life, yet the Habit itſelf is generally ö 
formed much earlier. ] 


LI. 
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| living, 
| after Truth, and the leaſt at Leiſure for it. 
He is never Sedate and Cool ; 
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„„ 
LI. The Senſual Man, is, of all Men 
the moſt improper for Inquiries 


and there- 


fore, not able to fix his Intention to a Point, 
and go through with it. 
intereſted and Impartial, 


He is never Diſ- 
and therefore, 
not capable of Deliberating freely. He 
is already under the Dominion and Power 
of his own Luſts; and, perhaps, likes to 
be ſo, and is very unwilling to ſhake. off 
I 
LVII. The Witty Te of Ola, 
muſt have parted with much of the Eſteem | 
they had, and with moſt of their Pleaſures, 
if they had once admitted the Truth of 
"Chrtffairy + And therefore, they agreed 
in running down-the Reputation of That, 
| Jeſt they ſhould loſe their own. Alas! 
Porphyry muſt have been contented to con- 


feſs the Vanity of Philoſophy, and Lucian 15 


muſt, in great meaſure, have foregone vis i 
Skill | in Satire. F 


| = See his Sermon before © Mary, Oar 28, | 
1094. 
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Divinity B OOKS, lately Publ, 
e E. CURLL in the Strand. 


x4 IVINE POEMS, viz. 1. On the Di- 


vinity of Chrife 2. A ofa of the | 


: . of the Ever-Ble/td-Trinity. 3. Againſt | 
Tranſubſtantiation.. By the late Reverend Dr. More, 4 
Dean of EI). Price 15, 1 

II. Biſhop Buir's Vindication af the Church of | 

1238 from the Errours and Corruptions of the 

Church of Rome. Wherein, as is largely proved, the 


Rule of Faith, and all the Fundamental Articles of | 


the Chriſtian Religion, are received, taught, profeſſed, 
and acknowledged. Written at the Requeſt of the 
Counteſs of Newburgh, in Anſwer to a celebrated | 
Roman Catholick ey intituled the Catholick | 
Seriptur ii. Now firſt publiſhed, from his Lordſhip's | 
Original Manuſcript, by his Son RoßERT BULL, [- 
late Prebendary of Gloucgſter. Price 415 . 
III. A Treatiſe upon the Passioys: Or, a Dic. 
courſe of the ſeveral Dignities and Corruptions of 
Man, Nathre ſince the Fall. Written by the Ever. 
memorable Mr. JohN HALES of Ein. Now firſt | 


5 = publiſhed, ſrom his Original Manuſcript, by a near 
Relation. Reviſed by Biſhop Smalridge, and an Index 
a added by Laurence Howel, A M. Price 33. 


IV. The Pretended RERORMERKS: Or, A true 
Hiſtory of the German, Reformation, founded upon tlie 
Hereſy of John Wictli fe, Fobn Huſs, and Jerome of 
Prague: And an impartial Account of the Bobemian 
Wars which enſued thereupon. Made Fngliſb from 


the French Original. With an Introductory Preface, 


addreſſed to the Patrons of the Cpretended) Epiſcopal 
Reformed Churches. By Matthias Earbery, Presbyter 
of the Church of Exgland. Price 55. 
V. Private Thoughts upon Religion; in ſeveral 
Letters written to —2 Royal Highneſs the Duke 
Regent of France. By the Archbiſhop of Cambray. 
Price 25. 64. 

VI. The Deveut Communicant 5 Companion: In two 
Parts. Price 24. 
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